


Foreword

　The year 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the end of the Battle of Okinawa. With the passing 
of such time, the number of people in Okinawa Prefecture who experienced the war has continued to 
decline, and today 90% of the population was born post-war. For that reason, how to pass on to future 
generations the reality of the battle and the stories of those who experienced it has become a difficult 
task to tackle.
     Meanwhile, the world we live in has become increasingly globalized, undergoing a transformation that 
has moved us into an era where people, goods, money, and information travels back and forth across 
borders. The hope was that as political, economic, and personal interactions deepened, we might grow to 
develop an understanding of one another unhindered by race, religion, or nationality, bringing about a 
true time of peace.
     However, in December 2019, we received sudden news that Dr. Tetsu Nakamura of the Peshawar-
kai (Japanese NGO operating out of Afghanistan and Pakistan), the first recipient of the Okinawa Peace 
Price, had died from a shooting, reminding us that some countries and regions in the world still remain 
under the threat of regional conflicts and terrorism. Even aside from such direct threats of violence, the 
world we live in is rampant with structural violence from poverty, hunger, discrimination, the suppression 
of human rights, and the destruction of the environment. Today COVID-19 also runs rampant around 
the globe, threatening people's lives and creating for us an unprecedented situation. Fear of infectious 
diseases like this creates anxiety, which then causes discrimination and prejudice, which in turn risks 
dividing our society.
     In order for us to resolve such issues, people around the world must acknowledge their respective 
positions and differences, cooperate with and trust in one another, and come together to work as one 
international community. It is only in this way that we can build a peaceful and truly bountiful future.
     It is with such a philosophy in mind that Okinawa Prefecture has worked to foster a network of 
relationships with neighboring countries that have experienced a similar history to our own and strives 
to foster individuals with global outlooks as well as the love for peace whose contributions may make a 
peaceful world a reality, by implementing the “Hope (Umui) for Peace” Promotion, Exchange, and Passing 
Down Project. This project brought together 29 students from countries and regions across Asia that 
have experienced great loss in war as Okinawa Prefecture has—places such as South Korea, Taiwan, 
Vietnam, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki. Gathered together via the internet, they were allowed an opportunity 
to learn about the history and experiences of not only their own countries, but those that surround 
them as well, and to reflect on both the tragedy of war and the preciousness of life and peace. Together 
they contemplated how their understanding, coupled with historical fact, can be passed along to future 
generations.
     This report is an overview of all the initiatives of the “Hope (Umui) for Peace” Promotion, Exchange, 
and Passing Down Project 2020. It is a record of the activities undergone by students from Okinawa 
Prefecture, throughout Asia, and from Hiroshima and Nagasaki to engage one another with open minds, 
deepening their relationships and sharing their thoughts on peace. Hopefully this report will both 
provide a greater understanding of the accomplishments of the project and act as a useful tool for studies 
of peace and international understanding at schools and other institutes of learning.　Likewise, the 
expectation is that the human network this project has cultivated around the philosophy of "Hope (Umui) 
for Peace,” which speaks beyond the nationality, language, and cultural differences of the participants, 
will act as a "Bridge to Peace across the ocean" to bring about a society of peace, not only for Asia, but for 
the entire world.
     Lastly, I would like to extend my sincerest thanks to the universities both local and in the participating 
countries, who assisted this project by recruiting, selecting, and prepping the student participants. 
My deepest thanks also to our lecture leader and Professor from the University of the Ryukyus, Ryuji 
Ishikawa, as well as Okinawa History Education Researcher, Wataru Oshiro.

February 2021
Department of Child Care and Social Welfare, Okinawa Prefecture

Section Chief Akiko Natoyama
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Objectives1

Project Content3

Organizational Bodies2

  75 years ago, the people of Okinawa Prefecture experienced great tragedy and the loss of countless lives during the 
Battle of Okinawa. But as those who experienced the battle continue to age, it grows increasingly difficult to convey 
the horrible conditions of the time, and in order to prevent such a tragedy from ever occurring again, it is crucial that 
we foster a love for peace in the youth of today.
  This project provides an opportunity for students from Japan and neighboring Asian nations who have experienced 
similar war tragedies as Okinawa to learn, deepen the mutual understanding between them, and reflect on peace. 
The hope is that this will be conducive to peace education and initiatives in each country and region, establish a 
network based on relationships built on finding peace, and support individuals who will take action to spread peace, 
making use of the teachings of this project in the continuation of peace education. The following four objectives 
were established to assist in accomplishing these goals.

  The “Hope for Peace” Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project 2020 is a continuation of the project carried 
out last year by the Okinawa Prefecture Peace Memorial Museum. University students from South Korea, Taiwan, 
Vietnam, Okinawa, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki deepened their mutual understanding of the wars and incidents that oc-
curred throughout the histories of each of their regions, exchanging thoughts and perspectives, and constructing an 
action plan that aims to build a peace-focused society.
  Last year, participants all gathered for a joint training program in Okinawa. This year, however, in order to limit the 
further spread of COVID-19, the students from outside of Japan and outside of Okinawa Prefecture were unable to 
make the trip. Instead, the program was carried out via the web conference software Zoom, with participants gath-
ered at their respective locations for five days of Online Collaborative Learning. Last year, all participants from Japan 
came from Okinawa, but this year participants from Hiroshima and Nagasaki joined to share the reality of the atomic 
bombs, further expanding the participants’ studies on the damage brought about by war.
  At the start, participants from Cambodia were also a part of the project, but just prior to the Online Collaborative 
Learning, Cambodia faced widespread domestic infections of COVID-19, and measures were taken to close all public 
facilities, including schools. Because of these emergency risk mitigation measures, the participants from Cambodia 
were unable to join this year.

Sponsored by the Women's Empowerment and Peace Promotion Division, Department of Child Care and Social Wel-
fare, Okinawa Prefecture
Partnered with the “Hope for Peace” Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project Operations Consortium
(NPO Okinawa Peace Assistance Center (OPAC), Uruma Audio & Visual Center Co.)

Understand the wars and incidents that have 
occurred in regions and areas with different his-
tories and cultures in order to promote mutual 
understanding and provide an opportunity to 
reflect on peace from diverse perspectives.

Aid in fostering individuals who will make con-
tributions to future peace efforts.

Learn from the lessons of past wars and inci-
dents, and spread these teachings in order to 
contribute to peace education and initiatives in 
all participating regions.

Foster a network of personal relationships be-
tween the people of the participating regions.
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"Hope for Peace" Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project Operations Consortium

Project Period4

Project Structure5

November 24th (Tues) - 28th (Sat), 2020  14:00 - 17:00 (JST)
Time zone differences led to the following start times in Taiwan and Vietnam:
Taiwan - Start time 13:00   Vietnam - Start time 12:00
Online Stream Location: Naha City Human Resources Development Support Center  Maimai Naha
In preparation for the Online Collaborative Learning, participants in each region took part in local studies from Octo-
ber through mid-November.

（1）Organization Staffing
Head Project Lead (Project Supervision & Operation)
Kazue Nakadomari (Okinawa Peace Assistance Center Director)
● Worked as project manager assistant for the JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation Project “Cambodia-Okinawa 

‘Peace Museum’ Cooperation Project” carried out by the Okinawa Prefecture Peace Memorial Museum and the 
Okinawa Prefectural Museum & Art Museum from 2009 to 2014.

● Worked as project manager for the JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation Project “Cambodia and Okinawa ‘Muse-
um-Initiated Promotion of Peace Education’ Project” from 2016 to 2017.

● Ran the “Hope for Peace” Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project 2019 as general manager.

Leader 1 (Business Operations Aide)
Yohei Higuchi (Secretary-General, Okinawa Peace Assistance Center)
● In charge of operations as the coordinator for the JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation Project “Okinawa and 

Timor-Leste ‘Community Empowerment for Peace’ Project” from 2010 to 2015.
● Served as Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan researcher/advisor for the Embassy of Japan in Timor-Leste from 

2016 to 2019.
● Participated in the “Hope for Peace” Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project 2019 as a leader (business 

management assistant).

Leader 2 (Video Production)
Aino Kinjo (Okinawa Peace Assistance Center Researcher)
● University Educational Administrator at Japanese national university, University of the Ryukyus from 2016 to 2019, 

responsible for the operation of "Pacific Island Region Special Exchange Program." Took part in the creation and 
design of videos, leaflets, and reports of results aimed at overseas university students for promotional purposes.

Project Leads
Women's Empowerment and Peace Promotion Division, Department of Child Care and Social Welfare, Okinawa Prefecture  Supervisor  Masaya Maeda
Okinawa Peace Assistance Center  Director  Kazue Nakadomari

NPO Okinawa Peace Assistance Center
Director　Kazue Nakadomari
Secretary-General　Yohei Higuchi
Researcher　Aino Kinjo

Uruma Audio & Visual Center Co.
President & CEO　Makoto Takeda　Videography Manager　Shinya Kise
Chief Engineer 　Masanobu Nishi　Video Production Manager　Takara Shiro
Broadcast Management Lead　Ko-zi Miyagi
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Technical Director
Makoto Takeda (Uruma Audio & Visual Center Co. President & CEO)
● Engaged in work with various events within the prefecture, managing the sound, lighting, and video equipment 

at facilities. For example, leading the Finale Illusion for the Okinawa Zento Eisa Matsuri (All-Island Eisa Festival) for 
7 years. Additionally, provides technical direction for facilities both within and outside of the prefecture for large-
scale video for hotels, Christmas lighting, projection mapping, etc.

Chief Engineer
Masanobu Nishi (Uruma Audio & Visual Center Co. Chief Engineer)
● Responsible for audio-visual equipment at facilities for various events within the prefecture. Experience from near-

ly 20 years at RBC Vision working with broadcasting, audio, and video work. Knowledge of audio and video, both 
digital and analog, backed by experience.

Broadcast Tech Manager
Ko-zi Miyagi (Uruma Audio & Visual Center Co. Video Distribution Lead)
● Acted as a lead of many programs after first being in charge of radio programs as a freelance radio director.
　Distributes online podcasts and web radio using know-how acquired from time in radio production. Active in many 

forms of broadcasts and audio-visual productions via platforms such as TwitCasting and YouTube Live.

Videography
Shinya Kise
● Responsible for shooting numerous programs for TV and other media both within and outside the prefecture. 

Cameraman with a track record of covering Okinawa's soccer and basketball broadcasts.

Video Production
Shiro Takara
● Experience in producing numerous TV programs both in Okinawa and throughout the country.

（2）COVID-19 Infection Prevention Measures
  During their pre-study and Online Collaborative Learning, participants in all regions were asked to combat the 
spread of the infection by wearing masks, having sanitizer available at all locations, observing social distancing mea-
sures between participants, and ensuring proper ventilation was put in place. At the Okinawa location in particular, 
the students were also joined by organization staff and the members of the online streaming team, and as such all 
participants were required to check their temperatures daily, and regular ventilation measures were put in place.
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Operation Procedures in Participating Countries / Regions6

（1）Participant Selection
  5 participants were selected from each country/region based on the criteria below. In South Korea, conflicts with 
university classes and due to the implementation of remote classes as part of efforts to combat the spread of 
COVID-19, there were only 4 applicants in total.

● As a general rule, participants were required to be university students from the participating countries/regions.
● Participants had to understand the goal of the project, have the intention to get involved in peace education and 

peace movements in their own countries in the future, and be willing to contribute to the spread of peace in co-
operation with the youth of the other participating countries.

● Participants were required to be available to participate in their local pre-training and all days of the Online Collab-
orative Learning broadcast from Okinawa.

[Commissioning Student Applications & Selection for Participating Countries/Regions]
  The contact institutions used for this year's project were the same as last year, due to these institutions firm under-
standing of the aims and objectives of the project. For Vietnam, while last year a request was made to a university in 
Hanoi, this year the request was put to a university located in Ho Chi Minh, a city located in southern Vietnam with a 
deeper involvement in the Vietnam War. As to the new participants from Hiroshima and Nagasaki, multiple univer-
sities with Peace Studies and International Relations programs were selected from and asked to participate. In Oki-
nawa, local universities were notified, and an open recruitment process was held. All institutions were requested to 
assign instructors to guide the participants studies and accompany them during the Online Collaborative Learning. 
Recruitment and support were carried out at and through the following institutions.

Despite recruitment and selection efforts in Cambodia, no participants from the country were able to join in the On-
line Collaborative Learning due to efforts to curb the spread of COVID-19 within Cambodia.

Country / Region Recruitment / Support Institutions

1
Japan 
(Okinawa Prefecture)

The project organization directly carried out open recruit-
ment at local universities.
Participants from: University of the Ryukyus, Okinawa Univer-
sity, Okinawa Christian University

2
Japan
 (Hiroshima Prefecture)

Hiroshima City University

3
Japan
 (Nagasaki Prefecture)

Nagasaki Junshin Catholic University

4 Cambodia
Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum (in cooperation with universi-
ties)

5 South Korea Jeju National University

6 Taiwan National Chengchi University

7 Vietnam Ho Chi Minh City University of Education
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（2）Preparatory Studies
[Preparation of PowerPoint Material]
  Ahead of the Online Collaborative Learning, the institutions responsible for recruitment and selection were instruct-
ed to ask the selected students to conduct a preparatory study focused on the wars and incidents that occurred in 
their country or region.
  In these preparatory studies, the students, under the direction of appointed instructors, did not simply learn about 
history, but also about the importance of passing down the lessons that can be learned from it, and how such can be 
done. They were asked to summarize their thoughts on peace and create a PowerPoint presentation that included an 
overview of on each of their countries to present during the Online Collaborative Learning.

[Video Production]
  Ahead of the Online Collaborative Learning, the participating teams were each tasked with creating under five-min-
ute video introductions of their locations. Since participants could not meet in person this year, these videos were 
meant as a means to offer the other students a look at who their fellow participants were, what the areas they come 
from are like, and what sort of historical sites, museums, and memorials exist to offer looks into the history of conflicts 
in their regions.

Country / Region Focus of Study

Japan
(Okinawa Prefecture)

Battle of Okinawa

Japan 
(Hiroshima Prefecture)

Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima

Japan
 (Nagasaki Prefecture)

Atomic Bombing of Nagasaki

South Korea Jeju 4.3 Massacre

Taiwan February 28 Massacre

Vietnam Vietnam War
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◆ Nagasaki Prefecture

◆ Okinawa Prefecture

◆ Hiroshima Prefecture

Locations: Nagasaki Junshin Catholic University, Urakami Cathedral, & more
Dates: November 16th, 23rd
Instructor: Nozomu Ishii, Associate Professor Department of Culture and Communication, Faculty of Human-
ities, Nagasaki Junshin Catholic University

Locations: Okinawa Peace Assistance Center, Okinawa Prefecture Peace Memorial Museum
Dates: November 10th, 24th, 2020 (and other dates)
Instructor: Wataru Oshiro, Former Social Studies Teacher & Okinawa History Education Researcher

Locations: Hiroshima City University, Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, & more
Dates: October 31st, November 7th, 21st, for approx. 1 hour starting at noon (and other dates)
Instructor: Kazumi Mizumoto, Professor  Hiroshima City University, Graduate School of Peace Studies
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◆ Taiwan

Locations: National 228 Memorial Museum, National Chengchi University
Dates: 8 times between September and November 2020
Instructor: Li Shih-Hui, Ph.D., Professor Program in Japan Studies, College of International Affairs, National 
Chengchi University

◆ Vietnam

Locations: Ho Chi Minh City University of Education classrooms, participant homes, etc.
Dates: 4 times between October and November 2020
Instructor: Le Thi Hong Nga, Professor  Department of Japanese, Ho Chi Minh City University of Education

◆ South Korea

Locations: Jeju National University, Youngmowon Memorial, & more
Dates: 15 times between September 4th and November 23rd, 2020
Instructor: Koh Sung Man Ph.D., Associate Professor College of Humanities, Department of Sociology, Jeju 
National University
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Online Collaborative Learning Schedule7
November 24th (Tues) - 28th (Sat), 2020  14:00 - 17:30 (JST)
Location: Naha City Human Resources Development Support Center  Maimai Naha

Dates Time (JST) Details Notes

November
24th (Tues)

13：00 〜 14：00 Participants enter Participants join Zoom meeting

14：00 〜 14：30

Opening ceremony

Opening remarks
Junko Henzan, Section Chief,
Women's Empowerment and Peace Promotion Division, Depart-
ment of Child Care and Social Welfare, Okinawa Prefecture

Member introduction
Explanation of online study schedule OPAC

14：30 〜 14：45 Welcome song, icebreakers Okinawa team、OPAC
14：45 〜 14：50 Break

14：50 〜 15：50 Lecture: Okinawan History & Culture Ryuji Ishikawa, Professor
Faculty of Global and Regional Studies, University of the Ryukyus

15：55 〜 16：05 Break

16：05 〜 17：05 Lecture: Battle of Okinawa and Post-war Recovery Wataru Oshiro, Former Social Studies Teacher & Okinawa History 
Education Researcher

17：05 〜 17：25
Video Presentation: Connecting & Forwarding Our 
Hope (Umui) for Peace - Initiatives by the Okinawa 
Prefectural Government-

Introduction of Okinawa Prefecture Peace Administration

17：30 End of day's events

November
25th (Wed)

13：30 〜 14：00 Participants enter Participants join Zoom meeting

14：00 〜 15：00
Presentation by Hiroshima team (Atomic Bombing 
of Hiroshima) (student video) Hiroshima Team

Q & A All participating regions
15：00 〜 15：10 Break

15：10 〜 16：10
Presentation by Okinawa team (Battle of Okinawa) 
(student video) Okinawa Team

Q & A All participating regions
16：10 〜 16：20 Break

16：20 〜 17：20
Presentation by South Korea team (Jeju 4.3 Massa-
cre) (student video) South Korea Team

Q & A All participating regions
17：30 End of day's events

November
26th (Thurs)

13：30 〜 14：00 Participants enter Participants join Zoom meeting

14：00 〜 15：00
Presentation by Nagasaki team (Atomic Bombing of 
Nagasaki) (student video) Nagasaki Team

Q & A All participating regions
15：00 〜 15：10 Break

15：10 〜 16：10
Presentation by Taiwan team (February 28 Massa-
cre) (student video) Taiwan Team

Q & A All participating regions
16：10 〜 16：20 Break

16：20 〜 17：20
Presentation by Vietnam team (Vietnam War) (student video) Vietnam Team
Q & A All participating regions

17：30 End of day's events

November
27th (Fri)

13：30 〜 14：00 Participants enter Participants join Zoom meeting
14：00 〜 15：20 Discussion (1) - Why Do We Have Conflict? OPAC
15：20 〜 15：30 Break
15：30 〜 16：50 Discussion (2) - What is a State of Peace?
17：00 End of day's events

November
28th (Sat)

13：30 〜 14：00 Participants enter Participants join Zoom meeting

14：00 〜 15：00 Presentation of the action plans of each region Presentations by the Hiroshima, South Korea, Nagasaki, Taiwan, 
Vietnam, and Okinawa teams

15：00 〜 15：10 Comments from supervisor
Junko Henzan, Section Chief,
Women's Empowerment and Peace Promotion Division, Depart-
ment of Child Care and Social Welfare, Okinawa Prefecture

15：10 〜 15：15 Break

15：15 〜 15：40

Closing ceremony　
Participant representative impressions Participant representative impressions

Closing remarks
Chinatsu Sakakibara, Director, 
Women's Empowerment and Peace Promotion Division, Depart-
ment of Child Care and Social Welfare, Okinawa Prefecture

15：40 〜 16：00 Roundtable, photographs
16：10 End of program
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Full Version (22 min)

Part 1 (approx. 8 min)
Battle of Okinawa and Post-war Recovery

Part 2 (approx. 12 min)
Okinawa Prefecture Peace Initiatives

Video Production for Okinawa Prefecture Peace Promotion Initiatives8
  Because travel arrangements for all participants were canceled in order to limit further spread of COVID-19, instead 
of fieldwork in the prefecture, a video which covered the reality of the Battle of Okinawa as well as Okinawa Prefec-
ture's peace promotion initiatives was put together for the Online Collaborative Learning. This video made use of 
materials that had previously been gathered within Okinawa Prefecture, as well as footage from new initiatives put in 
place 75 years after the conflict. It covered the reality of the battle, the lessons learned from this history, the post-war 
recovery, and Okinawa Prefecture's peace promotion initiative "Heart of Okinawa", which works to pass these teach-
ings down to future generations and spread hope for peace.
  The video was received well when shown on the first day of Online Collaborative Learning, with participants com-
menting on how it gave them a solid understanding of how the beautiful Okinawa of today has a tragic, war-torn 
past, and how the prefecture is now working to build a peaceful society based on experience.
  The video is narrated in Japanese, and separate videos have been created to include English, Chinese, Korean, Viet-
namese, and Khmer (Cambodia) subtitles. The videos can be accessed from the Okinawa Prefecture official website.

Video: Connecting & Forwarding Our Hope (Umui) for Peace - Initiatives by the Okinawa Prefectural 
Government-
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Part 2

Online 
Collaborative 

Learning
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Participant Introductions1

Hiroshima
JAPAN

University/Faculty
Faculty of International Studies, 
Hiroshima City University, 1st year

3-Phrase Self Description
Easy-going, self-paced, grandmo-
therly

Life During the Pandemic
I watched an unusual amount of 
movies and TV series. I also spent 
time reading novels.

Comments 
I believe that all of the partici-
pating cities in this program are 
connected in some way, and feel 
a sense of familiarity with them. I 
joined the program because this 
familiarity inspired me to com-
municate with university students 
from these other prefectures and 
countries and hear what they had 
to say.

University/Faculty
Faculty of International Studies, 
Hiroshima City University, 1st year

3-Phrase Self Description
Patient, cooperative, indecisive

Life During the Pandemic
I rarely left the house, and spent 
time watching movies I had al-
ways been too busy to catch up 
on, reading books, and watching 
videos. With more time to spend 
with my family, we also cooked 
together and took walks around 
our neighborhood.

Comments 
I was born and raised in Hiroshi-
ma, but had the opportunity to 
meet peers who come from out-
side the prefecture once I entered 
university. This helped remind me 
that the way I feel about Hiroshi-
ma's history and war is because 
of the peace studies we have 
here in Hiroshima, and realize 
that I grew up in a fortunate envi-
ronment. I have learned so much 
from people of all sorts of circum-
stances throughout my life, and 
now I want to be someone who 
can spread such teachings my-
self.

University/Faculty
Faculty of International Studies, 
Hiroshima City University, 1st year

3-Phrase Self Description
Smiling, indecisive, Disney

Life During the Pandemic
The only times I really left the 
house were to go to the super-
market, and the lazy days I spent 
at home sort of blurred together 
with time.

Comments 
I applied to the project because 
I felt it was a unique opportunity 
available to me as a universi-
ty student in Hiroshima, and I 
wanted to spend time thinking 
about peace, with a focus on 
the destruction from the atomic 
bombings faced by the people of 
Japan.

Natsuko Arai Hikaru OmiyaYu Sato
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University/Faculty
Faculty of Arts, Hiroshima City 
University, 1st year

3-Phrase Self Description
Distracted, easily carried away, 
worrywart

Life During the Pandemic
When the calls to refrain from 
going out were most strict, I hon-
estly never left the house, spend-
ing my time watching movies or 
YouTube videos. When classes 
first began, they were often ei-
ther canceled outright or entirely 
online, so I was always at home.

Comments 
I joined the project as part of my 
university studies. I applied in the 
hopes that I could re-learn about 
Hiroshima and peace from a 
number of viewpoints I had never 
studied before.

Instructor
Professor, 
Graduate School of Peace Stud-
ies, Hiroshima City University

University/Faculty
Master’s program, Graduate
School of Peace Studies, 
Hiroshima City University 1st year

3-Phrase Self Description
Self-paced, quirky, curious

Life During the Pandemic
Participating in seminars, watch-
ing movies (famous war films, 
etc.), reading, and organizing let-
ters and bookshelves.

Comments 
I work at the Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial Museum, sharing the 
truth of the atomic bombings. 
In April I entered the Graduate 
School of Peace Studies at Hiro-
shima City University. I applied to 
this project because I felt drawn 
to the chance to interact with 
other students from both outside 
the prefecture and from other 
countries in Asia and reflect on 
war and peace. I believe the proj-
ect will be valuable both for my 
work and my research.

Kai Fujimoto Kazumi MizumotoYuumi Okazaki
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Jeju
SOUTH KOREA

University/Faculty
Department of Sociology, Jeju 
National University 4th year

3-Phrase Self Description
Peace, love, trust

Life During the Pandemic
I attended remote lectures and 
spent my time reading and mak-
ing personal use of my time.

Comments 
I have long felt a strong interest 
in the Asia-Pacific region. I be-
lieve it is important for the young 
people of the countries in Asia 
to discuss peace. Today I study 
at Jeju National University's De-
partment of Sociology, and am 
often concerned about just what 
sort of peace we can spread from 
here. My hope is that by interact-
ing with my friends from abroad 
we can all take part in a proactive 
exchange of opinions.

University/Faculty
Department of Sociology, Jeju 
National University 4th year

3-Phrase Self Description
Farmhand, peace and tranquility, 
challenger

Life During the Pandemic
I spent my time trying to adjust 
to this new remote lifestyle.

Comments  
I applied to the project because 
of a desire to learn more about 
the Jeju 4.3 Massacre and debate 
with people from Okinawa and 
other countries and regions in 
East Asia on how to overcome a 
variety of different problems.

University/Faculty
Department of Sociology, Jeju 
National University 2nd year

3-Phrase Self Description
Finger, jelly, eraser

Life During the Pandemic
I spent time reading, watching 
movies, and doing what I could 
inside.

Comments  
When I learned about the Jeju 4.3 
Massacre, I was made aware of 
the painful history my home has. 
I applied to this project in the 
hopes that I could share this pain-
ful history through interactions 
with people from other countries 
with similar experiences, learning 
more history and widening my 
world view.

Lee Yong Jun Kang Bok SooWoo Yun A
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University/Faculty
Department of Sociology, Jeju 
National University 4th year

3-Phrase Self Description
No words can describe me.

Life During the Pandemic
I have found living in isolation to 
be surprisingly fun.

Comments 
applied to the project because 
I have long had an interest in 
peace and coexistence.

Instructor & Interpreter
Associate Professor
College of Humanities, Jeju Na-
tional University

Ha Nae Kwon Koh Sung Man
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Nagasaki
JAPAN

University/Faculty
Department of Comparative Cul-
tures, Nagasaki Junshin Catholic 
University 3rd year

3-Phrase Self Description
Self-paced, persistent, cheery

Life During the Pandemic
I spent time cooking things like 
fried rice or chicken and egg 
rice bowls using quick and easy 
recipes. I got a sense of how 
fun cooking can be through the 
feeling of accomplishment I felt 
when my parents would com-
ment on how good my cooking 
was.

Comments 
Being from Nagasaki, I learned 
about the horrors of war through 
peace studies here ever since I 
was young, but I realized when 
interacting with students from 
other prefectures that this under-
standing is not very widespread. 
Through this program I am hop-
ing to equip myself with more of 
an understanding of the atomic 
bombings and spend time re-
flecting on peace.

University/Faculty
Department of Comparative Cul-
tures, Nagasaki Junshin Catholic 
University 4th year

3-Phrase Self Description
Driven, adaptable, unique

Life During the Pandemic
I am currently researching on 
rock festivals and their societal 
influence. I've spent my time 
gathering materials and research-
ing how fans and artists have felt 
during these times when most 
events have been canceled or 
postponed due to the pandemic, 
what forms of social distancing 
measures they have enacted, and 
more.

Comments 
Nagasaki suffered an atomic 
bombing, with some survivors of 
the event still with us today, and I 
believe that those of us who have 
learned about it through peace 
efforts have a responsibility to 
spread the lessons of the bomb-
ing. That is why I expressed inter-
est in joining this project. I believe 
the youth of today must learn all 
about the atomic bombings and 
war, and inform the people of 
the world about the tragedy that 
they bring and the importance of 
peace.

University/Faculty
Department of Comparative Cul-
tures, Nagasaki Junshin Catholic 
University 3rd year

3-Phrase Self Description
Positive, cheery, easygoing

Life During the Pandemic
I work for a store that handles 
food, which meant it  stayed 
open, so I spent time working. I 
also relaxed at home watching 
Korean TV series and foreign 
films.

Comments 
I was invited to this program, and 
decided to join because as a life-
long resident of Nagasaki I had 
taken part in the peace studies 
we have here and was quite in-
terested.

Ayaka Hirayama Shiori UmedaAnna Yamada
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University/Faculty
Department of Comparative Cul-
tures, Nagasaki Junshin Catholic 
University 3rd year

3-Phrase Self Description
Self-paced, simple, composed

Life During the Pandemic
I spent my time in phone calls 
with friends or in remote get-to-
gethers with them.

Comments 
Today, more than 70 years after 
the atomic bomb was dropped 
on Nagasaki, we have fewer op-
portunities to hear directly from 
the victims of it. I applied to this 
project because I believe people 
my age needs to start spreading 
the lessons we learned from it, 
and hoped I might deepen my 
understanding.

Instructor
Associate Professor,
Department of Culture and Com-
munication, Faculty of Human-
ities, Nagasaki Junshin Catholic 
University

University/Faculty
Department of Comparative Cul-
tures, Nagasaki Junshin Catholic 
University 4th year

3-Phrase Self Description
Focused, persevering, capable 
of taking a multifaceted point of 
view

Life During the Pandemic
I left the house as little as pos-
sible, gathering information on 
COVID-19 from home. I got a new 
sense of how we are all connect-
ed through our lives when I saw 
sites that previously were behind 
a paywall were made free in or-
der to help people get through 
the pandemic a little easier.

Comments 
With the COVID-19 pandemic, 
our lives have changed from the 
way they used to be. Which is 
why I feel that especially now we 
can see how important peaceful 
day-to-day is. I applied to this 
peace study because I want to 
work through the history and the 
wars of the places all the partic-
ipants come from and discuss 
how we can live in a peaceful fu-
ture together.

Mana Mizumachi Nozomu IshiiEiko Takahashi
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Okinawa
JAPAN

University/Faculty
Faculty of Humanities, Okinawa 
Christian University 4th year

3-Phrase Self Description
Full of curiosity, supporting role, 
expressive

Life During the Pandemic
I had more time than usual to 
reflect on the pandemic, the 
BLM movement, and other soci-
etal issues we face. I also started 
sharing my hobby of drawing on 
social media.

Comments 
I applied to the project in order 
to spend time reflecting on Oki-
nawa and how we can create 
a world that is easy for us all to 
live in. Through my university 
studies the happenings around 
the world have become more 
personal, stirring up my interest 
in my home of Okinawa, and I am 
now studying Okinawa's history 
and identity. In this project I hope 
to gain a deeper understanding 
of Okinawa and spread that to 
the students from outside the 
prefecture and the country, while 
also learning about the wars and 
histories of other places.

University/Faculty
Faculty of Humanities, Okinawa 
Christian University 4th year

3-Phrase Self Description
Smiling, earnest, quick-witted

Life During the Pandemic
My part-time cram-school work 
transitioned to online classes, so 
I spent time teaching online and 
doing work outs.

Comments  
I want to take initiative and re-
learn history on my own, learn-
ing what I can from the wars of 
the past, and sharing what I've 
learned in my own words to oth-
ers. I think it is our mission to pass 
on what those who came before 
us learned through their tragic 
experiences. I want to keep this 
in mind, learn about the wars of 
other places, and reflect on how 
we can live in peace with others 
who share the same desire for it.

University/Faculty
Faculty of Humanities, Okinawa 
Christian University 4th year

3-Phrase Self Description
Full of curiosity, sensitive, Oki-
nawan

Life During the Pandemic
Through remote work for my 
city of Itoman's temporary grant 
model project to revitalize the 
region and slow the spread of 
COVID-19, I looked into ways to 
improve the "Furusato Nozei" tax 
program in the city, increasing 
the number of business partners 
for the project, and participating 
in activities that would keep spir-
its up in my community.

Comments 
I have often heard talks about the 
Battle of Okinawa, read books on 
the subject, and visited the Peace 
Memorial Park to say prayers for 
Okinawa Memorial Day, but I 
have not had many opportuni-
ties to get into deep discussions 
with people from outside the 
prefecture and the country. I am 
hoping that through the Online 
Collaborative Learning that we 
can spread our view of peace.

Akari Tsuhako Marino MiyagiYukari Chinen
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University/Faculty
Faculty of Humanities, Okinawa　
University 3rd year

3-Phrase Self Description
Calm, friendly, responsible

Life During the Pandemic
I spent time studying foreign lan-
guages, reading foreign books, 
and going out in nature in an ef-
fort to avoid simply wasting time 
away.

Comments  
I grew interested in peace efforts, 
the Battle of Okinawa, and the 
history of the war in Southeast 
Asia after taking part in one of 
Okinawa's projects as a high 
school student. I felt compelled 
to participate this year after see-
ing last year's project's presenta-
tion of results.

Instructor & Lecturer
(Battle of Okinawa)
Former Social Studies Teacher
Okinawa History Education Re-
searcher

University/Faculty
Faculty of Global and Regional 
Studies, University of the Ryukyus 
3rd year

3-Phrase Self Description
Abnormally curious and driven

Life During the Pandemic
I sought out things I could do 
online. Through my school, I par-
ticipated in joint meetings with 
people from Taiwan and Kyushu 
University through Toastmasters. 
Outside of school, I was actively 
involved as an operations mem-
ber of the LEAP DAY event which 
works to train youth in Okinawa.

Comments  
Through this project I am hoping 
to take another look at war, tak-
ing in the values of those from 
outside the prefecture and the 
country, and use this as an oppor-
tunity for the youth of Okinawa 
to reflect on war and the military 
bases here. I want to create a 
place where people can engage 
in independent and voluntary 
peace studies, ask questions for 
themselves, and share and spread 
their ideas with others.

Nanami Miyagi Wataru OshiroTaichi Kishaba
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Taipei
TAIWAN

University/Faculty
Master's program, Department of 
Japanese
National Chengchi University 2nd 
year

3-Phrase Self Description
Cheery, hard-working, humorous

Life During the Pandemic
Taiwan had limited spread, so I 
spent my time much like I usually 
would, but made sure to always 
wear a mask whenever I was 
around other people.

Comments 
I researched Chinese culture in 
Kume, Okinawa as part of my 
thesis. I hope to use this program 
as an opportunity to gain a deep-
er understanding of Okinawa in 
other fields as well.

University/Faculty
Master's program, Department of 
Japanese
National Chengchi University 1st 
year

3-Phrase Self Description
Hard-working, open to new chal-
lenges, positive

Life During the Pandemic
I spent my time reading books.

Comments 
I hope to interact with people 
from other countries and hear a 
variety of different opinions.

University/Faculty
Master's program, Department of 
Japanese
National Chengchi University 2nd 
year

3-Phrase Self Description
Somewhat meticulous, easily 
made nervous, unable to rest un-
til I see something through to the 
end

Life During the Pandemic
I spent my time with both work 
and school, and planned out my 
graduate thesis.

Comments
I hope to learn what other stu-
dents from around Asia think 
about peace.

Kao Yu-Ching Feng Jia-WeiHiroki Takeda
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University/Faculty
Master's program, Department of 
Japanese
National Chengchi University 1st 
year

3-Phrase Self Description
Diligent, assertive, honest

Life During the Pandemic
I studied hard to improve myself. 
I took the teaching exams and 
TOEIC. I also worked as a piano 
instructor, teaching music stu-
dents how to play. Additionally, 
I worked to gather materials for 
my graduate thesis.

Comments
My hope is to study along with 
other students from throughout 
Asia, building mutual under-
standing and reflecting on peace. 
I am also personally interested 
in Taiwan's February 28 Massa-
cre, and am looking forward to 
presenting about it along with 
my fellow group members. With 
this opportunity, I hope to teach 
other people from Asia about Tai-
wan.

Instructor & Interpreter
Professor, Program in Japan Stud-
ies, 
College of International Affairs, 
National Chengchi University

University/Faculty
Master's program, Department of 
Japanese
National Chengchi University 1st 
year

3-Phrase Self Description
Composed, smart, ally of justice

Life During the Pandemic
I spent time at home playing PC 
games with friends.

Comments 
I applied to this program after it 
was introduced to me by an older 
peer.

Cheng Shi-Yuan Li Shih-HuiLin Yi-Yu
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Ho Chi Minh
VIETNAM

University/Faculty
Department of Japanese
Ho Chi Minh City University of 
Education

3-Phrase Self Description
Cheerful, strict, lively

Life During the Pandemic
I continued my studies at the Uni-
versity of Education, participated 
in swimming classes, cleaned, 
and cooked.

Comments 
War brings to mind suffering, 
death, and sorrow. Peace, on the 
other hand, means safety, prog-
ress, and happiness. I understand 
this “Hope for Peace” program as 
one where we will learn about 
peace in each country, and am 
thrilled to be able to participate. 
My hope is that I can learn about 
other countries that have over-
come the war like Vietnam and 
make friends from abroad.

University/Faculty
Department of Japanese
Ho Chi Minh City University of 
Education

3-Phrase Self Description
Tough on myself, a fan of manga 
with great content, OCD

Life During the Pandemic
I translated the lyrics of Hypnosis 
Mic's Matenro, wrote stories on 
my blog, and studied kanji and 
grammar.

Comments
I read about the Vietnam War in 
middle school, but my genera-
tion does not fully understand 
war. Not all conflicts are fought 
face-to-face with swords and 
shields. We can even consider our 
fight now against COVID-19 as 
one form of conflict. I am just one 
ordinary person, but I hope that I 
can help spread the importance 
of peace to others.

University/Faculty
Department of Japanese
Ho Chi Minh City University of 
Education

3-Phrase Self Description
Ambitious, persevering, hospita-
ble

Life During the Pandemic
I studied independently at home 
to improve my Japanese abilities. 
I also read books, exercised, and 
cleaned. Sometimes I would even 
go outside and record video of 
the scenery.

Comments
As a high school student, I saw a 
TV program set in the Edo peri-
od of Japan and took an interest 
in Japanese culture and history, 
looking things up on my own. I 
have a particular admiration for 
historic figures such as Fukuzawa 
Yukichi, Sakamoto Ryoma, and 
Saigo Takamori, and think that 
the Meiji Restoration really was 
incredible. I find that the more I 
look into Vietnamese and Japa-
nese history, the more interesting 
it gets, which is why I wanted to 
participate in this project.

Tran Trong Tan Tran Gia NhiMai Xuan Sam
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University/Faculty
Department of Japanese
Ho Chi Minh City University of 
Education

3-Phrase Self Description
Creative, open, easy to talk to

Life During the Pandemic
I spent my time keeping up with 
the pandemic news in Japan and 
Vietnam and watching my favor-
ite Japanese TV shows. I also tried 
my hand at cooking new recipes.

Comments 
I believe this project is a valuable 
chance for me to improve my 
Japanese skills. I also hope it will 
be an opportunity for me to pass 
along at least some information 
about what Vietnam was like 
during the war and how it over-
came it. Hopefully, I will learn 
about the historic events and 
wonderful peace initiatives in 
place in Okinawa and the coun-
tries throughout Asia, and gain 
insight from the lessons they of-
fer.

Instructor & Interpreter
Ho Chi Minh City University of Ed-
ucation
Vietnam Japan Culture and Edu-
cation Center,
Director

Instructor & Interpreter
Japanese Teacher, Department of 
Japanese 
Ho Chi Minh City University of Ed-
ucation

University/Faculty
Department of Japanese
Ho Chi Minh City University of 
Education

3-Phrase Self Description
Always smiling, odd hobbies, 
avid fan of sports manga (though 
maybe not to otaku levels)

Life During the Pandemic
I played sports (badminton, soc-
cer, etc.) with fellow dorm mates 
and read fantasy novels (The 
Twelve Kingdoms). I also studied 
for my future job, working not 
only to improve my Japanese 
skills, but also looking into jobs in 
the IT sector and learning some 
programming languages.

Comments 
I believe the Vietnamese people 
of my generation have not expe-
rienced real war in their lifetimes. 
However, when I witnessed the 
immeasurable effects of the 
aftermath of the Vietnam War, 
it became clear to me just how 
much pain the war continues 
to cause us. I hope to pass our 
hope for peace down around the 
world and spread it to my friends 
around the globe.

Pham Hoang Nguyen Le Thi Hong Nga

Cao Le Dung Nghi

Co Ngoc Phuong Trang



24　"Hope (Umui) for Peace" Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project 2020 - Report

Jeju, South Korea
Jeju National University

Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam
Ho Chi Minh City University of Education

Taipei, Taiwan
National Chengchi University

Okinawa, Japan
Okinawa Christian University
Okinawa University
University of the Ryukyus

Nagasaki, Japan
Nagasaki Junshin Catholic University

Hiroshima, Japan
Hiroshima City University

Participating Countries / Regions
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Online Collaborative Learning2

[Rehearsal]
  The Online Collaborative Learning was carried out via the web conference software Zoom, connecting students 
from Okinawa, Japan, and other countries. A few days before the main program, a rehearsal was conducted, con-
necting the computers of each group instructor to Okinawa to check if communication could be carried out without 
any delay. This rehearsal checked not only the internet connections of each participating region, but also acted as 
an opportunity for the instructors to meet each other, brief with the program secretariat, and make adjustments and 
confirm details ahead of the main program.

[Main Event Dates & Details]
  For five days between November 24th (Tues) and 28th (Saturday), 2020, participants from Okinawa, Hiroshima, 
Nagasaki, South Korea, Taiwan, and Vietnam participated in daily meetings starting at 14:00 JST and running approx-
imately three hours. They made use of PowerPoint and other materials that they had readied beforehand during pre-
paratory studies in each of their regions to give presentations and participate in lively Q&A sessions.
  Additionally, in an attempt to make the participants all feel more familiar with each other despite the remote set-
ting, each group was asked to create a roughly 5 minute introductory video of their region during their preparatory 
studies. They showed these videos when presenting their groups' themes, getting to know the places their fellow 
participants come from. (See next page for details)

(See pg. 9 for more schedule details)
*Time zone differences compared to Japan are: South Korea ± 0, Taiwan -1 hour, Vietnam -2 hours. Times were car-

ried out in the afternoon in all regions to make things easier for all participants.

[Program Language]
  Japanese was used as the main language for the program. The students from Taiwan and Vietnam study at the 
Japanese departments at their universities and were able to give their presentations, engage in Q&A and exchange 
opinions in Japanese. The instructors from Taiwan and Vietnam were also fluent in Japanese and aided in interpret-
ing for the students whenever necessary. The students from South Korea presented in their native language, but their 
instructors were also fluent in Japanese and were able to sequentially interpret for the students and promote under-
standing.

Date Details

November 
24th (Tues)

Opening ceremony, lectures (Okinawan History & Culture, Battle of Okinawa 
and Post-war Recovery), icebreakers, broadcast of video produced by Okina-
wa Prefecture

25th (Wed)
Presentation of study topics by participating regions, Q&A
Hiroshima (Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima), Okinawa (Battle of Okinawa), 
South Korea (Jeju 4.3 Massacre)

26th (Thurs)
Presentation of study topics by participating regions, Q&A
Nagasaki (Atomic Bombing of Nagasaki), Taiwan (February 28 Massacre), Viet-
nam (Vietnam War)

27th (Fri) Discussions (Why Do We Have Wars? - What is a State of Peace?)

28th (Sat)
Action Plan Presentations (All regions)
Closing ceremony

（1）Online Collaborative Learning Overview
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[Videos Created by Participants]

[Venue]
  The stream from Okinawa was held in a hall lent by Naha City Human Resources Development Support Center  Mai-
mai Naha. With its internet setup and large screen, it was a perfect fit for an online program. The hall was also large 
enough to avoid the "Three Cs," (closed spaces, crowded places, and close-contact), helping to reduce the risk of the 
spread of COVID-19. The 
same venue was also 
used as the base of op-
erations for the partici-
pants from Okinawa, and 
the members gathered 
here for all five days.

Okinawa Team

Member introductions, Okinawan culture, 
Peace Memorial Park, Shurijo Castle & more

Taiwan Team

National 228 Memorial Museum, related foot-
age & more

South Korea Team

Footage of Jeju Island, facilities related to the 
Jeju 4.3 Massacre & more

Vietnam Team

Member introductions, regions of Vietnam, uni-
versity introduction & more

Nagasaki Team

Member introductions, Urakami Cathedral & 
more

Hiroshima Team

Individually shot footage of the city of Hiroshi-
ma, video reflecting on what peace is & more



26　"Hope (Umui) for Peace" Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project 2020 - Report "Hope (Umui) for Peace" Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project 2020- Report　27

Part2　Online Collaborative Learning

[Online Stream]
  Using the web conference software Zoom allows for anyone with an internet connection to join the conference eas-
ily from their own PC. However, as this project also incorporates multiple locations abroad, personal computers were 
avoided to ensure a delay-free operation. Instead, high-end equipment was used and a skilled tech team was put in 
charge of the streaming process. Thanks to the management of this tech team, the project ran through all five days 
of collaborative learning without any major issues.

[Moderator]
  Because the collaborative sessions were held remotely online, the participants were left screen-to-screen rather than 
face-to-face. This left concerns that participants might not feel as connected, and refrain from sharing their opinions 
with each other. In an effort to try and bring everyone together and make things more engaging and fun, the mod-
erator would sometimes ask participants easy questions to get conversation flowing. He also wore quirky Okinawan 
hats all five days to help lighten the mood. The participants remained polite and attentive throughout the program, 
and appeared to be satisfied with the humorous moderator.
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  On the first day of Online Collaborative Learning, after the opening comments by the Women's Empowerment and 
Peace Promotion Division, Department of Child Care and Social Welfare, Okinawa Prefecture, the members of the 
Okinawa team performed on sanshin and sang Okinawan songs to welcome all the participants.
  This was followed by an icebreaker session in which the students asked questions about the regions their fellow par-
ticipants were from. It was a fun session during which the participants got to learn about the hobbies and interests of 
their peers.
  Then, following a break, the participants took part in two lectures to help them learn more about Okinawa (Okinawan 
History & Culture, Battle of Okinawa and Post-war Recovery), and then watched a video about Okinawa Prefecture's 
peace promotion initiatives.
  Though the participants, meeting not only for the first time, but also remotely, did seem nervous and distanced 
from each other, this tension in the air seemed to fade away as time went on.
  Each participant seemed highly eager to participate, and showed an enthusiasm for their shared learning experi-
ence despite the online setting.

（2）Day 1 - Opening Ceremony, Icebreakers, Lecture, Video Broadcast
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  One word that can be used to describe the Ryukyu or Okinawan mentality is "Yui 
(connection)." An easy way to understand what I mean by this is to compare it to the 
traditional Japanese idea of “Ishin-denshin (tacit understanding)”. With tacit under-
standing, thoughts do not need to be put to words, because everyone is thinking 
much the same thing. However, when we talk of connections, we are talking about 
bringing together and paying respect to a diverse pool of ideas as we cooperate with 
one another. The Okinawan word “Yuimaaru,” the spirit of cooperation, is an idea 
based on the premise that things to be connected together are inherently broken off 
from each other. Therefore, you can understand why it is necessary and important to 
connect with each other, and appreciate the value of the connection. This very con-
cept itself is uniquely at the core of Okinawan identity. Today I would like to examine 
the history and culture of the Ryukyus and Okinawa with the idea of "connection" in 
mind.

  Okinawa is located in the southernmost region of Japan. It is made up of islands 
surrounded by subtropical ocean waters. These islands were once home to the inde-
pendent Ryukyu Kingdom, a nation with its own unique culture which, given its geo-
graphical circumstances, engaged in trade with China and the countries of South-
east Asia. The former Ryukyu Kingdom's connection-focused mentality, which led 
it to grow a massive trade sphere, can be witnessed now inscribed on the Bonsho / 
Temple bell at Shurijo Castle, dubbed the "Bridge of Nations Bell." The inscription is 
full of both confidence and pride in the kingdom, which had a reach that spanned 
East Asia. Essentially it states that "Ryukyu, sits in the southern seas, a nation rich with 
the finest culture from the Korean Peninsula, enjoying a close relationship with China 
and Japan. The kingdom is a utopia located between the two and its ships serve as 
a bridge to all nations, carrying the riches that grace our lands." However, after an in-
vasion by the Shimazu clan in Satsuma Domain (Kagoshima Prefecture) in 1609, the 
Ryukyu Kingdom fell under Japanese control and was made into Okinawa Prefecture 
by the Meiji government in 1879.

  Here in this tropical climate, the technologies and exchanges from the regions trade 
era have sublimated into a unique culture. Okinawa is known as the birthplace of 
karate, a martial art said to be influenced by Chinese dance arts. This martial art de-
signed not to defeat one’s enemies, but to turn them into friends, can be seen as part 
of the mentality of connections.  Also, Ryukyu dance performances were developed 
as a form of entertainment offered to Chinese diplomatic envoys to the Ryukyu King-
dom, presenting yet another example of this idea of fostering connections. Similarly, 
the traditional food of Okinawa is strongly influenced by this period, and continues 
to evolve even today. With its incorporation of healthy ingredients such as seafood, 
vegetables, and pork, Okinawan cuisine takes the lead in today's health-conscious 
age.

  As you have now seen, the history and culture of Okinawa and Ryukyu have long 
been shaped and developed through exchanges with neighboring countries. Con-
flict is unavoidable when two nations come together, but looking back through 
history we can see that the people of Okinawa and Ryukyu have long seen this as an 
opportunity for exchange and a merging of ideas. Today Okinawa is faced with the 
significant conflict of the military bases located here, but there is no doubt that the 
people will remain flexible in working through it, retaining a connections-focused 
mentality that will restore the rich history and culture of the region. I imagine that 
this is all but one part of the process in securing widespread peace and happiness 
for the future. This is also why I believe that in today's globalized world a focus on 
connections is more important than ever, and that Okinawa will make use of its ex-
periences to once again be a "Bridge of Nations," connecting us in the new world of 
the 21st century.

Okinawan History & Culture
Ryuji Ishikawa | Professor
University of the Ryukyus, Faculty of Global and Regional Studies
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Can you tell us about any specific Okinawan cuisine that has really taken off? ｜ South Korea
With all the delicious food it's hard to choose. While opinions may differ looking at 
Okinawa from outside versus from within, I would say that there is quite a wide vari-
ety of Okinawa soba. Dishes like goya chanpuru (Okinawan bitter melon stir fry) tend 
to be flavored much the same all around, but Okinawa soba has evolved in different 
ways in different areas.

What is the Kachaashii dance performed for? ｜ Okinawa
The word Kachaashii means to "mix together," or more generally to "fuse together." 
I think the dance is performed at ceremonies and weddings for much this reason, to 
bring together all the different people who are gathered. The word "chanpuru" from 
the last question also means to "mix together." I think this really shows the connec-
tion-focused Okinawan identity.

In previous exchanges with students from the University of the Ryukyus, they intro-
duced us to Shisa. But what exactly are Shisa? ｜ Vietnam
They are guardian lions that come in pairs, one with its mouth open and the other 
closed. The one with the open mouth invites in good fortune, while the one with the 
closed mouth shuts out all evil. (Ishikawa)

You'll often find them in front of houses or in the doorways here. Sometimes we 
even make them as tiny dolls. (Okinawa Team)

Can you tell us how it felt to see the World Heritage Site of Shurijo Castle burn 
down last year? ｜ Nagasaki
It was as if my "mabui (spirit)" had been taken from me, and I was left feeling de-
pressed. But everyone has expressed such a strong desire to rebuild it, and left me 
with a sense that there is some driving force that surpasses both our shared place 
and time that compels us to do so. (Ishikawa)

Shurijo Castle wasn't somewhere I visited often. I've only ever been two or three 
times, and some people have never been at all. But I could hardly believe it when it 
was gone, all lost to the flames. I felt this sense of sorrow, as if something else, some-
thing we can't see, was lost along with the castle. I couldn't bear to watch the burnt 
down castle for a while. (Okinawa Team)

I felt quite depressed, too. I feel as if Shurijo Castle is a sort of physical representation 
of the Okinawan identity. But I think that now with it gone, the people of Okinawa 
feel more compelled to understand and pursue our foundations. It's been a reaffir-
mation of our connections-based mentality. (Okinawa Team)

Q & A
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Battle of Okinawa
  The Battle of Okinawa refers to the conflict between Japanese and US forces which 
ran from the end of March until September 1945. It was one of the battles towards the 
end of the Pacific War, a 15-year conflict between Japan and, primarily, China and the 
United States. In 1941, the Pacific War saw an outburst, with the Japanese military at-
tacking Pearl Harbor and invading numerous countries in Southeast Asia. But in 1943 
US forces gained the upper-hand, and in 1944 the US military occupied Saipan. From 
there they began planning an occupation of Okinawa, hoping to use it as a frontline 
for attacks on the main island of Japan.

  US forces launched an attack on Okinawa on March 23rd, 1945, landing on the Kera-
ma Islands west of the island of Okinawa on the 26th, and on the central western 
coast of the island of Okinawa on April 1st. At the time, the Japanese military was 
widely outmatched by the US forces. To combat this, it mobilized the residents of Oki-
nawa, placing them as auxiliary support for the troops. The same was done in areas to 
the north and south of the island as well.

  Living on such a small island, the residents had nowhere to flee, and thus became 
sacrifices to the "Typhoon of Steel." However, lives were not only lost because of geo-
graphical factors. They were also lost in part due to information intentionally spread 
by the Japanese government. Japanese soldiers would always talk about how any 
men captured by the US forces would be crushed below tank treads and any women 
raped and killed. They would tell the people that it was better to take a bullet or com-
mit suicide than to be captured. This was a calculated effort on the part of the gov-
ernment, and women's magazines would write about how US and England soldiers 
were worse than animals or monsters, including articles demonizing US forces. The 
youth especially believed such information, with those in their teens often ending 
their own lives or charging to their deaths. When a girl who was only 9 at the time 
saw US soldiers for the first time, she said she was surprised how people who were 
said to be monsters looked so much like humans. Many also died due to extreme 
food deficiencies. On the islands of Ishigaki and Hateruma, locals were forced to flee 
into the woods and mountains, where around 3,600 fell victim to malaria and malnu-
trition. The Miyako and Yaeyama islands suffered air raids, but US forces never landed 
for ground combat. Yet still, the death tolls were high. As it turns out, war is not only 
about the bullets flying through the air.

  Our studies about the Battle of Okinawa tend to end having only focused on local 
casualties. However, the people of Taiwan and the Korean peninsula also lost their 
lives in this battle. During the Pacific War, people from Okinawa were sent on expedi-
tions and brought destruction to the people of China and other countries of South-
east Asia. Some from Okinawa also acted as Japanese teachers in Taiwan, aiding in 
colonial rule there. Fearful of any language they could not understand, the Japanese 
military would execute those who used the Ryukyu language as spies. This method 
of ensuring that the Japanese was taught, and local languages forbidden was carried 
out in Taiwan, Korea, and throughout countries in Southeast Asia and the islands of 
the South Pacific. In fact, the techniques used to teach Japanese in Taiwan and Korea 
were based on both the successes and reconsiderations found when teaching Jap-
anese in Okinawa. The people of Okinawa tried to learn the Japanese language, be-
coming Japanese themselves, escaping from the side of the persecuted to that of the 
persecutor. When looked at this way, we can see that the people of Okinawa played a 
part in the damage and harm caused by colonial rule and racism. We Okinawans must 
acknowledge that we are not merely victims of war, but also perpetrators of the co-
lonial rule, military conscription, and use of comfort women by the Japanese Empire. 
However, these are aspects that are still lacking in studies about the Battle of Okina-
wa.

Battle of Okinawa and Post-war Recovery
Wataru Oshiro  |  Former Social Studies Teacher & Okinawa History Education Researcher
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Post-war Recovery
When the Battle of Okinawa came to an end, Okinawa fell under the governance of 
the US military. With the local inhabitants sequestered in internment camps, US forc-
es requisitioned much of the land. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, a location of 
tension still today, was created from such requisitioning of private land. With platoon 
expansions and growing training grounds, the US military sought more and more 
land, and in 1953, they expelled residents at bayonet point, bulldozed their houses 
and fields, and built fences around it (bayonet and bulldozer). In retaliation, the res-
idents of Okinawa pushed back in the "Island-wide Struggle," a large-scale effort to 
push back against the US forces. It was from this point that the rule of the US military 
was denounced, and a call for a "return movement" to give Okinawa back to Japan 
began.

  In 1965 the US military fully entered into the Vietnam War, and its bases in Okinawa 
became primary headquarters for the conflict. At Camp Kinser, in the city of Urasoe, 
"everything from missiles to toilet paper" was collected, stored, and shipped off to 
Vietnam. Amid this increased activity on the US military bases, a sort of "Vietnam 
economy" was born as those who were hired by or catered to US troops saw busi-
ness boon. However, as the cruelty of the war, and the truth that it was not the fight 
for justice for the US, became apparent through television and other media, protests 
sprung up around the world, including in Okinawa. As home to the US bases in-
volved in the conflict, the people of Okinawa fell on the side of the aggressor in the 
war. Even today, there are people suffering from dioxin contamination in Vietnam 
from the use of defoliants by the US military during the war. Meanwhile, in 2013 a 
large number of drums containing such substances were discovered at a former US 
base site. These facts show Okinawa has also been heavily impacted by the US forc-
es.
  But after the conflict, the movement to return Okinawa to Japan and make it an 
island free of any military took off, and in 1972 Okinawa was returned to Japan, once 
again becoming Okinawa Prefecture.

  The history of Okinawa has changed while remaining connected to East Asia. The 
Battle of Okinawa and subsequent US occupation in particular were a result of the 
strong influence of international situations in the region at the time. The license 
plates of vehicles under the occupation read "Keystone of the Pacific," indicating 
how the US military made Okinawa a key point for its strategy in Asia. This in turn ties 
into Taiwan's February 28 Massacre, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and nuclear 
proliferation. In order for Okinawa to become a prosperous, peaceful island, we must 
learn from the history and societies of the world, and especially of Asia, acquiring in-
formation and dealing with our findings.　

  Through its historical experiences with war and military occupation, one phrase 
continues to remain most important in Okinawa, "Nuchi do Takara." It means that life 
is a treasure. Perhaps you all take that to be obvious, but I ask you, is it? When we go 
to war, we appeal to our country, our people, our political system, our justice as that 
which is most important. We think of lost lives as but a small cost to pay for some-
thing much larger. This is the philosophy of war. We start to view these sacrifices for 
the "greater good" as something admirable, and consume stories of such through 
our forms of entertainment. On the battlefield, however, the weak are the first to go, 
facing what is inevitably a miserable, sad death. We must strive for a society in which 
life is truly valued above all else, regardless of nationality, ethnicity, gender, family or-
igin, disability, or age. I think the phrase "Nuchi do Takara" is one that puts us against 
this very major issue. I hope that this training will present a fruitful exchange that will 
bring you closer into finding how we can resolve it.
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How many people can still use the Okinawan language today? How is it being pre-
served? ｜ Vietnam
The Okinawan language, or "Uchinaguchi," is used mostly by the elderly, and very 
few under the age of 40 can speak it. The language is designated as one of UNESCO's 
endangered languages, and we are struggling to spread it. I think it's an issue that 
needs to be thought through along with the youth of today.

Can you tell us more about the "Vietnam economy"? ｜ Vietnam
The US forces used Okinawa as a relay point during the Vietnam War. As such, op-
portunities for employment serving or working for US soldiers brought income to 
the Okinawan people. The local economy improved as a result, earning it the name 
"Vietnam economy."

What were the Kamikaze units, and why was this technique used in the Battle of Okina-
wa? ｜ Vietnam
Kamikaze attacks in the Battle of Okinawa had fighter aircraft fly on collision courses 
with US ships. This strategy was employed because supplies such as gasoline and 
bombs were low at the time. It was not only used against ships, however. Soldiers 
would also crawl under tanks to set off explosives. This strategy was often talked of 
back then as if the idea of sacrificing one's life for one's country was something ad-
mirable, but in truth it was used due to a lack of supplies, and was mostly forced.

Did anyone in Okinawa suffer due to the defoliants from the Vietnam War? ｜ Vietnam
I have never heard anything about locals suffering directly from the defoliants. How-
ever, I have heard of US soldiers who had to use them suffering greatly from them.

Can you tell us more about the "four principles" movement? Was there any conflict 
with those in Okinawa who ran businesses that served the US troops? ｜ Okinawa
A "Four Land Protection Principles Prefectural Convention" was held, centered 
around Kamejiro Senaga, that opposed the US forces and called both for an end to 
land theft and for payments for land used. The US forces deemed the use of Oki-
nawan businesses off-limits because of this movement, and thus some business 
owners were reluctant to join. Some of these owners did still participate in the 
convention, however. These people participated with the future in mind, standing 
against the unreasonable treatment by the US military despite their own financial 
hardships. There is a history of this sort of complicated balance of support and resis-
tance during US and Japanese control of Okinawa. This makes it incredibly difficult 
to decide what sort of future we want to work towards, but I think Okinawa can be a 
multifaceted bridge.

Why were young men conscripted into the military? ｜ Vietnam
The Japanese military was severely lacking in manpower, so children and even the 
elderly were mobilized for combat. Schools became platoons and the youth were 
sent to war with male students tasked for combat or supply transport and girls with 
first aid and medical assistance. At the time, the people of the country were expect-
ed to serve the emperor, and joining the armed forces was considered something 
to be proud of.This mentality had been fostered through the educational system for 
decades prior to the Battle of Okinawa, with the children of Okinawa at the forefront 
of it.

Q & A
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Did the US have any positive impacts in Okinawa? ｜ Taiwan　
You could say it gave us a rather unique sort of culture. Jazz and rock music took off, 
catering towards the US troops, and Okinawan music is now a famous genre even 
within Japan. We also have certain cuisine, like taco rice, which is a sort of fusion dish 
built off of Mexican tacos. There's a mentality that takes in parts of foreign culture 
and makes it something new and unique instead. You might say that this is part of a 
positive impact of the US presence here, but I like to think of it as an example of the 
strength of the Okinawan people. The painful history we have under US occupation 
has also fostered people here who can take action from a variety of perspectives, 
making this region one that truly pursues democracy. That might be a lesson we 
learned from the US occupation.
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Hiroshima　Topic: Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima

The Pacific War started in December 1941, with Japan 
becoming an inferior position in June the following year. 
By mid 1944, military facilities and mid to large sized cities 
were being subjected to indiscriminate bombings. Forced 
to flee at night when the air raid sirens sounded and with-
out adequate rations, the people were left with a perpet-
ual lack of sleep and in state of malnutrition. A successful 
experiment in the USA's nationwide development of an 
atomic weapon came on July 16th, 1945.

On August 6th, 1945 at 8:15 AM, Hiroshima became 
the first place in the world in which an atomic weap-
on was used on human targets. From this one atomic 
bomb, the death toll in Hiroshima by late December 
1945 reached about 140,000 ( ± 10,000) people. At the 
time, many people from Korea, Taiwan, and mainland 
China, places colonized by Japan, resided in Hiroshima, 
as well as those who had been forcibly taken to Japan, 
foreign students from Southeast Asia, US prisoners of 
war, and others. These people also suffered the devas-
tation of the atomic bomb.

All buildings in the area within 2km of the hypocenter, 
shown here in reddish brown, were completely de-
stroyed or burned down. It was not unusual for all the 
members in a family to be lost, and with many identi-
fying documents burned up, it is impossible to get an 
entirely accurate account of the number of lives that 
were taken.

Before getting further into talk of the destruction in 
Hiroshima, let us first look at what sort of city Hiroshima 
was before the war.
The area which ended up as the hypocenter of the 
bomb was once an area with houses, inns, cinema, and 
a shopping arcade lined with stores. The image shown 
here is a diorama of Hiroshima before the bombing. 
The entire area shown here is part of the Peace Park to-
day.

（3）Day 2 - Regional Presentations (Hiroshima, Okinawa, South Korea)
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A number of rivers run through the city of Hiroshima. 
The children who lived nearby would often spend their 
summer days swimming and playing in these rivers.

The Atomic Bomb Dome, which is a World Heritage 
Site today, was originally the Hiroshima Prefectural 
Commercial Exhibition Hall, before the bombing. It was 
known for its signature round dome, and hosted prod-
uct exhibits as well as displayed local art.
The building was burned down in the bombing, with 
only the steel framing and brick remaining. The 30 or 
so people employed inside the building at the time are 
all believed to have died instantly to the immense radi-
ation exposure, intense heat, and blast wave from the 
explosion.

Next let us look at Hiroshima post-bombing.
The weather was fair on the morning of August 6th, 
and at 7:31 AM the warning sirens that had run through 
the night came to an end, and the people felt a sense 
of relief as they each began their day.

Today we have an eyewitness report from Setsuko 
Thurlow. Setsuko Thurlow was 13 years old, and only 
1.8km from the hypocenter when the bomb was 
dropped. She has shared the story of how she lost 
many of her family and friends to the atomic bomb, 
and has been a strong proponent of abolishing nuclear 
weapons.
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Now, along with Setsuko Thurlow's testimony, let us 
look at pictures of the atomic bombing drawn by city 
residents. In 1974 the Hiroshima branch of Japan's na-
tional broadcasting put out a call to create a record of 
the bombing through pictures drawn by the people of 
Hiroshima, and received many drawings from survivors 
depicting the devastation of the atomic bomb. These 
drawings of the bombing are different from pictures or 
testimonies. They allow us to witness how the mem-
ories of the bombing look in the minds of those who 
were there. Let us hear from Setsuko Thurlow's testi-
mony now as we look at some of these drawings.

"I was just 13 years old when the United States 
dropped the first atomic bomb, on my city Hiroshima. 
I still vividly remember that morning. At 8:15, I saw a 
blinding bluish-white flash from the window. I remem-
ber having the sensation of floating in the air.

As I regained consciousness in the silence and dark-
ness, I found myself pinned by the collapsed building. I 
began to hear my classmates’ faint cries: “Mother, help 
me. God, help me.”

Then, suddenly, I felt hands touching my left shoulder,  
and heard a man saying: “Don’t give up! Keep pushing!
I am trying to free you. See the light coming through 
that opening? Crawl towards it as quickly as you can.”
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As I crawled out, the ruins were on fire. Most of my 
classmates in that building were burned to death alive. 
I saw all around me utter, unimaginable devastation.

Processions of ghostly figures shuffled by. Grotesquely 
wounded people, they were bleeding, burnt, black-
ened and swollen. Parts of their bodies were missing. 
Flesh and skin hung from their bones. Some with their 
eyeballs hanging in their hands. Some with their bel-
lies burst open, their intestines hanging out. The foul 
stench of burnt human flesh filled the air.

Thus, with one bomb my beloved city was obliterated. 
Most of its residents were civilians who were incinerat-
ed, vaporized, carbonized –  among them, members of 
my own family and 351 of my schoolmates.

In the weeks, months and years that followed, many 
thousands more would die, often in random and mys-
terious ways, from the delayed effects of radiation. Still 
to this day, radiation is killing survivors.
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Whenever I remember Hiroshima, the first image that 
comes to mind is of my four-year-old nephew, Eiji – his 
little body transformed into an unrecognizable melt-
ed chunk of flesh. He kept begging for water in a faint 
voice until his death released him from agony. To me, 
he came to represent all the innocent children of the 
world, threatened as they are at this very moment by 
nuclear weapons. Every second of every day, nuclear 
weapons endanger everyone we love and everything 
we hold dear. We must not tolerate this insanity any 
longer." This is a portion of Thurlow's Nobel Peace Prize 
acceptance speech.

Next let's examine what happened after the atomic 
bombing, taking a look at several characteristics.
When the atomic bomb explodes, it instantly become 
a massive fireball, emitting intense heat rays. It is as if a 
tiny sun had appeared directly overhead, bringing tem-
peratures on the ground up to 3000 to 4000℃ , instan-
taneously causing severe burns to human skin.

The extensive and heavy burns cause the skin to peel 
off. In order to keep their peeling skin, hanging off from 
their fingernails, from touching the ground, people 
would walk with their arms held up at chest height, 
much like how ghosts are traditionally depicted in 
Japan. As Thurlow mentions in her story, this site was 
often described as a "procession of ghosts."

This burnt skin did not return to normal, turning into 
red, raised keloid scars. Keloid scars are itchy, painful, 
and make the body rigid and difficult to move.
It also gives the victim a ghastly appearance, which 
caused a great mental burden, especially for young 
women.
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The instantaneous heat rays are then followed by an 
explosive blast wave. Japanese buildings of the time, 
especially civilian homes, were made of wood, and 
were crushed in an instant by the blast. Objects and 
people outside were sent flying, and glass that frac-
tured on impact shot out like bullets, slicing through 
the bodies of those caught in the explosion.

After the destruction of the heat rays and blast wave, 
the city was consumed by flames. People trapped in 
the debris of fallen buildings were burnt alive.

Those who were able to free themselves were sent 
fleeing from the fire's grasp, forced to leave their par-
ents, their children, their siblings, and their friends be-
hind. This left many victims haunted by feelings of guilt 
after the war.

The atomic bomb took its toll not only in the lives lost 
immediately after the impact, but also on the lives of 
those who survived. Next, we will talk about one such 
way in which it continued to affect people through ra-
diation damages.
There are many ways in which radiation can damage 
the body. It can be due to exposure to the radiation 
emitted at the moment the bomb exploded, inhaling 
dirt and dust contaminated by radioactive substanc-
es, or from the black rain. Even those who were not in 

Hiroshima at the time of the bombing suffered from radiation through contaminated substances they 
inhaled after coming to the area later. This is called indirect exposure.
Black rain refers to the rain, full of radioactive substances, that fell over a wide area of Hiroshima shortly 
after the bombing. Those who were not affected by the heat rays, the blast waves, or the fires, were still 
made casualties of the bomb because of such radiation.
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Next, we will examine the effects of radiation. There 
are three main effects the radiation has. The first of 
which is acute radiation syndrome (ARS). Exposure to 
high amounts of radiation caused hair loss, vomiting of 
blood, and sudden death even in those with no visible 
injuries. ARS did not claim the lives of all who suffered 
from it, and some were able to recover. It is also some-
times called "atomic-bomb sickness."
Next are the aftereffects of radiation. These aftereffects 
appear years or decades after the bombing in the form 

of sicknesses such as leukemia, tumors, and multiple cancers. Survivors are left with a lifetime of uncer-
tainty, never knowing when they might fall victim to such illness.
Finally, radiation also affected the body in daily life. Exposure to the atomic bomb made some people 
tired and sluggish, and left them with a weakened immune system. These lingering symptoms were 
called "bura-bura disease" and those with them were ridiculed, which led to discrimination and affected 
employment.

Such symptoms were not the only way victims were 
discriminated against, either. The public cast a cold 
gaze on the survivors, and a lack of accurate informa-
tion about the atomic bomb only led to further dis-
crimination. Many thought the radiation sickness to be 
contagious, or thought it might be passed down to yet 
unborn children, leaving many survivors with no choice 
but to hide what they were.

That ends our look at the ways the atomic bomb 
impacted its victims’ lives. In closing, let us look back 
at the passage from Setsuko Thurlow, a victim of the 
atomic bombing of Hiroshima 75 years ago, and some-
one who is involved in anti-nuclear activities to this day.
"Whenever I remember Hiroshima, the first image that 
comes to mind is of my four-year-old nephew, Eiji – his 
little body transformed into an unrecognizable melt-
ed chunk of flesh. He kept begging for water in a faint 
voice until his death released him from agony.

To me, he came to represent all the innocent children of the world, threatened as they are at this very mo-
ment by nuclear weapons. Every second of every day, nuclear weapons endanger everyone we love and 
everything we hold dear. We must not tolerate this insanity any longer." This concludes our presentation.
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Are peace studies taught in Hiroshima not only in elementary school, but also middle and high school as well? (Okinawa)

Is Hiroshima involved in any efforts to curb nuclear weapons at the city-level? (South Korea)

What do you think we youth of today should do to prevent the outbreak of war? (Vietnam)

Are there still lasting negative effects of the atomic bomb today? (Vietnam)

Are there any forms of support in place for those affected by the bombing? (Vietnam)

How do you feel about Japan, the only country to have suffered atomic bombings, not 
participating in the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons? (Taiwan)

Peace studies are included in the curriculum at all levels of primary education as part of Hiroshima's Board of Education's policy, but such op-
portunities are scarce in middle and high school. Peace studies are primarily taught once a week during ethics classes in elementary school.

When nuclear tests are conducted in North Korea, the city sends an official statement of protest.
From a more long-term perspective, the city conducts various forms of peace education through locations such as the Peace Memorial Museum, working 
to communicate the dangers nuclear weapons bring and the current state of affairs, and attempting to increase the momentum of anti-nuclear sentiment. 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki also play a central role through organizations at the city-level which work together to push for the abolition of nuclear weapons.

In Hiroshima today we are striving to create opportunities to not only learn about the damage caused by war, but 
also what we can do to work for peace. We tend to think about war when considering how we can avoid it, but we 
strive to be conscious of peace in our daily lives as well, in the hopes that we build a world that sees no further war.

Survivors today continue to develop multiple cancers due to radiation, remaining both physically and men-
tally burdened by it.
While the effects on second-generation victims have not been confirmed, children exposed during pregnancy did suf-
fer what is called A-bomb microcephaly. The generations since then remain unaffected directly from the atomic bomb.

There was too much turmoil and not enough support immediately following the bombing, but laws were 
gradually improved, and today victims now are given an "Atomic Bomb Survivor's Certificate."
Those with one receive benefits such as partial forgiveness of medical expenses and free medical examina-
tions. These benefits are even extended to those residing overseas.

Personally, I am quite disappointed. I think the Japanese government should participate and stand at the 
forefront, actively pushing for the abolition of nuclear weapons.

Q & A　◆ Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima
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Okinawa　Topic: Battle of Okinawa

Today's Okinawa was once the Ryukyu Kingdom, a 
nation with its own history that thrived as a bridge 
connecting the regions of East Asia. This was during 
an era when a variety of performing arts and cultures 
flourished under the tributary system of China, which 
brought East Asia together as a community. However, 
with the Satsuma invasion in 1609, Okinawa fell under 
Japanese rule, and in 1879 (with the abolition of feudal 
domains and establishment of prefectures), Ryukyu be-
came part of Japan. Once this occurred, the locals were 

forced to become Japanese, with assimilation policies and educational programs that robbed them of 
their language and culture, leading to the hell that was the Battle of Okinawa.

As the Ryukyu Domain became Okinawa Prefecture, 
which led to the assimilation measures, the native 
culture of Ryukyu was abolished in order to make the 
people Japanese. The hajichi tattoos that women got 
on their hands, the young adults’ gathering called 
"mouashibii", all of it was forbidden.
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The very language that they spoke was banned.
Those who spoke the Okinawan language, anything 
that wasn't Japanese, were forced to wear these dialect 
cards around their necks, punished and made to feel as 
if they had done something wrong.

The Imperial Rescript on Education was distributed to 
schools nationwide and meant to be used as the basic 
principles for education and a means to preserve na-
tional morals. It taught that in times of war the people 
were meant to offer their lives for the emperor, and 
made them pledge their allegiance to him.

Pictured here is the Hoanden, a building that stands 
today as a representation of the Japanization educa-
tion. This Hoanden shown here stood on the grounds 
of the Misato National School before the war. It is built 
from concrete to prevent it from being burned down, 
and it used to house a photograph of the Emperor 
together with a copy of the Imperial Rescript on Educa-
tion. Students were required to pay respects to it every 
time they passed by.

Through the schools, the government taught students 
that the Pacific War was one it fought on the side of 
justice. Day in and day out students were taught to 
love the country, and that there was nothing more im-
portant than giving one's life for the nation. And with 
the Army Active Officer School Assignment Ordinance 
of 1925, military training began being conducted at the 
middle school level and above.
1Then, in 1928, with the addition of the Youth Training 
Graduate Certification System, military training was 

made part of the students' school grades. Weapons handling and marching also became regular school 
subjects alongside Japanese and mathematics.
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Before the war, there were 21 old-system middle 
schools in Okinawa. During the Battle of Okinawa, all 
the boys and girls who attended these schools were 
mobilized for war, without any legal grounds for do-
ing so. Boys from age 14 to 19 were sent off. The older 
students were made part of the Emperor’s Loyal Blood 
and Iron Corps (Tekketsu Kinnotai), tasked with carry-
ing supplies for the Japanese military, building forti-
fications, and charging tanks holding anti-tank lunge 
mines. Younger students were put in charge of laying 

down com lines. Some even as young as 13 were conscripted. Girls from the age of 15 to 19 were made to 
work as military nurse aides. It is said that over 2,000 students in these student corps were killed in battle.
The actual numbers mobilized and lost are still unknown to this day. The picture here shows the First Pre-
fectural Middle School students performing gun maintenance.

So, where is Okinawa? It's a small island located in the 
most southern region. That Okinawa was once colo-
nized by Japan, but its people not recognized by the 
Japanese side as Japanese themselves, is an aspect that 
is prevalent here in the war as well. The Battle of Okina-
wa used Okinawa as a sacrifice to protect and buy time 
for mainland Japan.

The ocean here is famous for its beauty even here in 
Okinawa. It's a picture of the sea at Tokashiki Island. But 
even this island, with its beautiful beaches, was once 
deeply wounded by the Battle of Okinawa.

Take a look at the picture in the top right. On March 
28th, 1945, local residents who were trapped with no 
escape committed group suicide in the valley behind 
this monument.
Those with hand grenades (top left), pistols, scythes, 
hoes, razors (bottom) and other tools were the lucky 
ones, while those without weapons or blades were 
left to strangle their kin with rope, hang themselves, 
and die in a scene so gruesome it is hard to believe it 
happened in the same world we live in. Can you even 

imagine taking the lives of your loved ones with your own hands? These people did that, all while think-
ing they were doing the best for them.
At least 1,000 people on the main island of Okinawa lost their lives in group suicides like these, taking the 
lives of their own families. We must not forget these unimaginable tragedies.
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During the Battle of Okinawa, some locals were ex-
pelled from the underground shelters by the Japanese 
soldiers who were supposed to be protecting them.
Fleeing to the dugout to escape the attack, the soldiers 
stumbled on locals inside. Considering the long-term 
battle ahead, the soldiers decided to make the location 
their base of operations. The locals there already, how-
ever, got in the way of their plans, and so were forced 
out by the soldiers.

Next, we will look at a written account of the experi-
ence by one of the people expelled by the Japanese 
forces.
"The Japanese soldiers came in out of nowhere, order-
ing us at the end of a sword to leave because they were 
taking it over for their operations. We were left with 
nowhere to hide while shells continued raining down 
around us."
There are not many firsthand accounts of these inci-
dents available to us today.

Let us now take a look at the issues we must tackle go-
ing forward.

Today most people in Okinawa have not directly ex-
perienced war, leaving younger generations without 
a sense of the suffering it brings. Okinawa is popular 
both as a tourist destination and a place where people 
move to, but people from outside the prefecture only 
see things on the surface level, enjoying the beaches 
and the welcoming "mensoore" attitude but tending to 
avoid looking at what lies deeper below the surface.
In order to get the youth of Okinawa and visitors who 
come from outside the prefecture interested in Okina-
wa's history, war experiences, and identity, we propose 
the following.
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First, we use role-playing to allow them to experience 
it all for themselves. For instance, in this real example, 
role-playing was used to help understand the feelings 
of those who were forcibly removed from their land in 
Ginowan to make way for the Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma.
Let's look at how this role-play was performed.
First, participants were given tags with location names 
like "Ginowan-shi, ______". Then all participants were 
asked to leave the room. When summoned back in, 

those with certain location tags were not given seats.
This sort of role-play shows what it was like when the Ginowan-shi of today got its start. Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma was constructed in the middle of the Battle of Okinawa in 1945 while the locals were 
locked away in concentration camps. When the residents were finally let back, they were forced to live 
around the base wherever the US forces had divided up for them. Today a new base is being constructed 
at Henoko because Futenma was too dangerous, located in the middle of a residential area. The people 
of Okinawa oppose the construction of this new base, but the government has forcibly pushed ahead 
with its construction, claiming it is the only solution to the problems with the Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma. What would you do if you were forced to leave your home for a period of time, and when you 
returned not only was your house gone, but the area was now settled by people you did not know? Role 
-playing like this offers an opportunity to simulate how you might feel in someone else's shoes.

Interest starts with empathy. Next let's look at another 
exercise in empathy other than role-playing.

For example, in the tourism sector there is a plan to 
reproduce the situations during the war in VR to show 
those who visit Okinawa's historic sites and museums. 
Try and imagine this for yourselves. You visit the Peace 
Memorial Park and put on a VR headset at the beach at 
Mabuni. What if a scene of people bleeding out on the 
ground spread out around you? Perhaps it would foster 
a desire to never allow such a situation to occur again.
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Post-war there was one man who used oral expression in 
an attempt to cheer up the people of Okinawa.
Nicknamed "Okinawan Chaplin," Buuten Onaha was a per-
former who tried to get the saddened people of Okinawa 
to smile again, telling them "nuchinugusuujisabira," let's 
celebrate life. At that same time, a man named Shinsuke 
Taira wrote the song "Hiyamikachi Bushi" to root for Oki-
nawa's recovery. "Hiyamikachi" means to call out and put 
your spirit into something, and the song had a fast tempo 
and upbeat melody to stir up vigor in those who listened 

to it. Using various forms of expression as these two men did is an effective way of appealing to a call for peace.
Each year in Okinawa Prefecture a memorial service for those lost in the war is held on Okinawa Memorial Day, 
and young children and students read poems about peace. What we suggest is that in addition to these poems 
we hold a freestyle event that appeals to all ages, young and old, incorporating a variety of genres, including 
music, rap, dance, plays, art, and written works. It is important to create points of entry for people of all sorts to 
take interest.

Education in Okinawa can greatly differ depending on the 
region and school. There are many people who do not know 
about Okinawa's history of assimilation and the events that led 
up to the Battle of Okinawa. People who accept the current 
situation as-is without pushing back.
Some see it as a mere fact of life that there are military bases 
located alongside residential areas and schools, and think it or-
dinary for US helicopters to fly overhead. We believe that the 
acceptance of all of this as part of life in Okinawa is a problem.

"Nifueedeebitan" for your attention! (Thank you)

We propose that Okinawa Prefecture create its own 
textbooks to overcome this problem in the educational 
system. A textbook would be created that covers Ryukyu 
History and the foundations of the Battle of Okinawa to 
be incorporated into the curriculum at elementary and 
middle schools within the prefecture, educating all stu-
dents on the subjects. As it stands today, even if elemen-
tary and middle school students wished to study Ryukyu 
history, all they are given are two pages in their Japanese 
history books. Our history contains assimilation, the Bat-

tle of Okinawa, and the forced construction of military bases. This history completely ties into the situation 
today, but we are not given the opportunity to learn that. By learning we can empathize, and through that 
empathy we can better understand the problems at hand and work together to make peace real.
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You mentioned the term "group suicide" but I want to ask if you learned about these using 
this phrasing or as "forced mass deaths," and which one is more commonly used. (Hiroshima)

I imagine the military base issue comes up frequently in Okinawa through voting about Henoko and prefectural elections and such, but do you 
feel like there is a difference in between how important the issues feel to you and how they seem to those outside the prefecture? (Hiroshima)

How did you feel when Chibichiri gama cave was damaged in an incident in 2017? Were 
you ever taught to respect these caves? (Nagasaki)

The Taiwanese language was once banned in Taiwan as well, but today it is taught in elementary schools. 
Are there any initiatives in Okinawa to bring back the Ryukyu language "Shimakutouba?" (Taiwan)

Is there a sense of division even among people in Okinawa about the bases? (Hiroshima)

Can you tell us more about the Okinawan identity? (Taiwan)

I think "group suicide" was the more commonly used term during peace studies at all levels of primary edu-
cation. But more recently I think there has been a change in attitudes, referring to these incidents as "forced 
mass deaths" because the victims did not choose to die of their own accord.

It certainly feels that way. When driving by the bases with students from mainland Japan, they often remark about how impressive they are. There's a real sense 
in the divide between our viewpoints when we hear them described in ways that could be taken positively like that. I've heard that there is not much reporting 
on the issue even back in the US, so whether outside the prefecture or the entire country, we are often confronted with this difference in viewpoints.

It was really disappointing to hear. We still don't know exactly why it happened.
But this is a difficult problem since it  is not only tied to peace studies, but is caught up in issues of poverty, 
misconduct, and educational support.

I don't believe there are any Shimakutouba classes in Okinawa yet, but there is a Shimakutouba Certification. I am 23 
years old, but my mother and grandmother's generations use Shimakutouba, so I can listen and understand it. But it 
is not considered polite speech, so people are often instructed not to use it in meetings and when talking with their 
superiors. This makes it hard for the younger generation, who might be able to understand it, but have few opportu-
nities to try and speak it. I think we shouldn't feel concerned with making mistakes, and just go ahead and speak it.

There is. Conversations about them can turn into arguments. It's not a simple issue.
I believe that it should be talked about, regardless of whether someone is for or against them. I talk about it with those around me be-
cause I think the people of Okinawa should decide what's best for our home. However, it can be hard to be the one to raise the topic.

Growing up I had never questioned my identity as Japanese, but after entering university and reflecting on 
Okinawa's origins, I've begun to feel this internal conflict about whether I really am or not.
My ancestors were left at the mercy of history for being born here, and my generation today faces endless 
issues such as the military bases. There may be a similar sort of situation in Taiwan, but there are both peo-
ple who identify strongly as Okinawan and those who identify strongly as Japanese.

Q & A　◆ Battle of Okinawa
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You mentioned prejudice against Okinawans, but do you still experience such prejudice 
in your daily life today? (South Korea)

Personally, I do.
I feel it in how we have the lowest wages in the entire country, or how the Japanese government recogniz-
es the Ainu of Hokkaido, but they don't do the same for Uchinaanchu.
Plus, even if a majority in Okinawa vote against the bases, the Japanese government continues to ignore 
our wishes. In the recent vote on the Osaka Metropolis Plan, the residents of Osaka had their votes heard, 
so I wonder why the same does not happen in Okinawa.

Q

A
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South Korea　Topic: Jeju 4.3 Massacre

Hello, everyone. We are the South Korean team from 
Jeju National University.

My name is Woo Yun A. I am a second year at the De-
partment of sociology, Jeju National University.
Our team consists of four members. Our instructor is 
Professor Koh Sung Man.
The subject of our presentation is the Jeju 4.3 Massacre 
and Peace.

Before we begin, are you familiar with the Jeju 4.3 Mas-
sacre?
Looking at the conflicts in the Asian Pacific region 
during the 20th Century, we see that the Jeju 4.3 Mas-
sacre came after the Battle of Okinawa, the Atomic 
Bombings of Nagasaki and Hiroshima, and Taiwan's 
February 28 Massacre. It was a civilian massacre that 
occurred on Jeju Island between March 1947 and Sep-
tember 1954.

I would like to briefly talk about the international situ-
ation of Northeast Asia and the Korean Peninsula at the 
time.
In August 1945, Korea was released from the Japanese 
occupation.
Pictured here is the Governor-General of Korea in Seoul 
in 1945.
The red circle of the Japanese flag is being replaced by 
the stars and stripes of the US flag. South Korea was 
released from Japanese occupation and put under US 
occupation. This symbolic photograph shows the be-
ginning of the Cold War era.
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In 1948, separate governments were formed in South 
and North Korea.
Tension and conflict soon broke out between the dem-
ocratic Republic of Korea and the communist Demo-
cratic People's Republic of Korea.
The Korean War, which broke out in June 1950, is sym-
bolic of this conflict.

Meanwhile, on March 1, 1947, many people on Jeju Is-
land strongly opposed the conflict between South and 
North Korea and their divided governments and stood 
up in protests and strikes. And on April 3rd, 1948, an 
uprising was carried out to prevent the establishment 
of a single government by only South Korea.

The US government and the government of Syngman 
Rhee labeled these movements by the people of Jeju 
as riots and rebellions that stood to deny the legitimacy 
of the government of South Korea. They proceeded to 
dispatch large numbers of soldiers and police to Jeju 
Island to forcibly suppress these movements.

The soldiers and police sent to the island engaged in 
indiscriminate operations of the punitive force.
Villages and homes were burned, and young and old, 
men and women alike were killed, with around 30,000 
residents losing their lives.
The community on the island completely collapsed.
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But there were also many residents who did not fall on 
either the side of the armed resistance or the subjuga-
tion forces.
By looking at this picture, titled "Haru," or "One Day", 
we can infer the tragic situation that the people of Jeju 
Island faced.
By day they were forced to submit to the violence of 
the subjugation forces, and by night to that of the 
armed resistance.

This continued for seven years and seven months, with 
transgressors and victims made a mix of those from the 
armed forces, those from the resistance, and the people 
of the island.
Due to the complexity of the Jeju 4.3 Massacre, since 
the enactment of the Jeju 4.3 Special Law (Special Act 
for Investigating the Jeju April 3 Incident and Recover-
ing the Honor of Victims) in 2000, there has been con-
tinued tension between the state and the citizens over 
who the "victims" were.

This picture is from 2000, and shows President Kim 
Dae-jung signing the Jeju 4.3 Special Law.

These pictures are from April 3rd, 2018, when President 
Moon Jae-in attended a memorial service at the Jeju 
April 3rd Peace Park and offered flowers when meeting 
with the bereaved families.
Today, South Korean society has moved beyond the 
complex conflict and after-effects of the Jeju 4.3 Mas-
sacre and is working hard towards a new era, talking 
about reconciliation, coexistence, peace, and healing.
However, a rush to heal the wounds of the past and 
send a message of peace and coexistence seems to 

take precedence over learning the truth about what happened in the past raises concerns about creating 
new conflict instead.
Are issues such as these not those which we should approach in debates over the spread, exchange, and 
passing down of peace?
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It is important to know the truth about the past in or-
der to discuss peace.
However, with the Jeju 4.3 Massacre, a bright and 
peaceful future has taken priority over the dark past.
What sort of critical intervention or objection can we 
make a situation such as this?
With an awareness of this issue in mind, we conducted 
a field survey at a village on the northern side of Jeju 
Island where the scars of the 4.3 Massacre can still be 
seen.

There are many places around the island where such 
scars remain.
The residents of this particular village created the 
Yeong Mo Won Memorial in 2003.
This memorial is inscribed with names of the villagers 
who were lost to the Japanese occupation, the 4.3 Mas-
sacre that followed it, and the Korean War.
The Yeong Mo Won Memorial is meant to put the spir-
its of the victims of the Massacre at ease, and is a sacred 
memorial site built to allow continued reflection on its 

historical importance.
The people of the village pray for peace so that tragedies like this will never be repeated.
This site is one that allows us to overcome the pain of the Jeju 4.3 Massacre and realize the importance 
of peace and human rights while also serving as a place to pass such knowledge down to future genera-
tions.

However, this seemingly peaceful memorial space is 
also home to a desire to quickly sweep away a history 
of violence, savagery, and horror.
President Moon Jae-in even dubbed the site a "sanctu-
ary of reconciliation and coexistence" when he visited 
on April 3rd this year.
This is because certain steps that must be discussed 
have been omitted in the process of spreading peace.

Things are peaceful still today at the Yeong Mo Won 
Memorial.
Memorial services are still held each year.
However, directly or indirectly, the trauma of the mas-
sacre still sits heavy on the hearts of the people here.
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How can we speak to peace from Jeju today?
How should we study our past in order to make sure 
we do not allow the same tragedies to occur again? 
How can we take the lessons we learn from it and pass 
them down to future generations? How can we act as a 
bridge towards the realization of world peace?
During our three months of preparatory studies, we en-
gaged in a number of discussions.
Through these discussions we came to a tentative con-
clusion. That conclusion was that peace is more than 

merely a sublime "feeling." Peace is not something we can see, and can only be obtained by engaging in 
difficult discussions and disputes.
There may sometimes be instances of non-peaceful conflict as we do so.
But in closing, I would like to say that we are all gathered here on behalf of our individual countries to par-
ticipate in this Online Collaborative Learning, but I am certain that the rhetoric of nationalism will never 
solve the problems we face.

Thank you for your attention!
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You mentioned doing a field survey, but what made you pick that location? (Taiwan)

I imagine there is a complex mixing of both the transgressors and the victims within the country.Is 
this incident studied at school, and are there opportunities to pass down the history of it? (Hiroshima)

The manner in which so many innocent people from the island were lost is quite similar to what happened in Okinawa.
You mentioned that President Moon Jae-in visited Jeju Island in 2018, but how did the victims of 
the 4.3 Massacre feel about this? (Moderator)

We chose it because it is where the Yeong Mo Won Memorial is located.
When dealing with the Jeju 4.3 Massacre, South Korea is trying to eliminate the conflicts of the past in order to 
move towards peace.
Questioning whether this is truly the appropriate course of action, we chose to pay a visit to this memorial site.

It is indeed a situation where both sides get intermixed, but we learn in elementary, middle, and high 
school that it was a massacre of civilians committed by an abuse of state power. This is because the subju-
gation forces, military troops, and police dispatched by the South Korean government to Jeju caused 80% 
of the 30,000 deaths.

The people of Jeju Island and the victims of the Massacre are satisfied with the government's efforts. This was the second time that a president had 
visited the island and attended memorial services, and the event has become a very valuable opportunity for everyone. There is a sense that South Ko-
rean society today is trying to turn the story of the incident into some sort of tragic tale however, so we are keeping a close eye on that sort of thing.

Q & A 　◆ Jeju 4.3 Massacre
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Nagasaki 　Topic: Atomic Bombing of Nagasaki

1 [War Orphans of the Atomic Bombing - Koyoryo Pre-
fectural Care Facility]
An atomic bomb was dropped from the skies over the 
city of Nagasaki on August 9th, 1945. 73,884 were killed 
and 74,909 were seriously injured, for a massive total of 
148,793 victims (via a July 1950 report from the Naga-
saki Atomic Bomb Material Preservation Committee).

Many who survived still suffered from the aftereffects and struggled with the loss 
of their homes. Among those who struggled were the war orphans.
Children who had lost their parents and siblings lived out on the street. These chil-
dren ate what others threw away. Some of them picked up cigarettes tossed on 
the ground by the US troops, putting them back together and selling them. They 
did whatever they had to do to survive. They were abandoned and despised by the 
world.
The Boy Standing by the Crematory
photo by Joe O'Donnell

In order to care for these war orphans, Nagasaki Prefec-
ture built the Koyoryo Prefectural Care Facility on Febru-
ary 4th, 1948. This was a facility where the children could 
be safe, but these children had little trust in other people 
due to the experiences they had, and many of them are 
said to have maintained dark expressions.
Eventually, with the help of those around them, these 
children began to open up, but many still felt sorrow for 
the families they had lost.

Some of the volunteer staff would sometimes let the 
children stay at their homes. It was not part of any spe-
cial event, but it gave the children a taste of the family 
life they had missed out on, and the children are said to 
have really enjoyed the experience.
In times of peace, it seems only natural that we all live 
with our parents and siblings.
However, in times of war, people lose their families, or 
are themselves lost and mourned by them. Many lose 
their lives in atomic bombings and war, and the future 

is abruptly changed even for those who survive.
More than anyone, however, it is the children, who cannot live on their own, who are most affected. We 
must always remember that the fires of atomic bombings and wars continue to cause suffering even after 
the events themselves are long over. Koyoryo is now located in Omura City, and is managed by the social 
welfare corporation, Hikari to Midori no Sono.

（4）Day 3 - Regional Presentations (Nagasaki, Taiwan, Vietnam)
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2 [Yamazato Elementary School (Former Yamazato Na-
tional School)]
The Yamazato Elementary School (Former Yamazato 
National School) is located approximately 700m north 
of the hypocenter. At the time of the bombing, the 
main school building stood where the playground 
stands today.

Yamazato Elementary School

Yamazato Elementary School Aerial View

At the time of the bombing, school staff were con-
structing air raid dugouts, and of the 32 faculty members 
26 died, along with 2 janitors, leaving only 4 survivors. 
Many students and nearby residents who were aiding in 
the construction also lost their lives to the bomb.

Yamazato National School

Yamazato Elementary School Air Raid Dugouts
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August 9th was during summer break, so students 
were not at school attending class, but with the school 
district so close to the hypocenter, many were hit in 
their homes. A survey later showed that of the 1,581 
students who attended the school, approximately 1,300 
of them were killed in their homes or nearby area.

Children's Memorial

[Children's Memorial]
Dr. Takashi Nagai, radiology researcher at Nagasaki 
Medical College, proposed in spring 1949, 4 years after 
the atomic bombing, that the surviving students of Ya-
mazato Elementary School share the horrors they expe-
rienced with the world, and the book "Living Beneath 
the Atomic Cloud" was published based on the stories 
they compiled.
The Children's Memorial was then built with the royal-
ties from this book. Proceeds from the book were also 

passed along to the children of course, but many happily contributed to the memorial's construction, de-
spite the difficulties they faced in their daily lives. They ended up collecting a total of 40,000 yen at the time. 
110,000 was needed for the memorial's construction, so Dr. Nagai donated the remaining 70,000 yen him-
self.
Children's Memorial Closeup

Ever since then, each year on August 9th at Yamazato 
Elementary School, a memorial ceremony is held at this 
symbolic place of peace, praying for those who were 
lost, for there to be no further wars or conflicts, and vow-
ing to make a peaceful world.
The song "That Child," Yamazato Elementary School's 
second official school song written by Dr. Nagai, is also 
sung during the memorial ceremony.

50 cherry blossom trees donated by Dr. Nagai also line 
the slope in front of the school gate.
These trees, called the "Nagai cherry blossoms," are be-
loved by the students and people of the local commu-
nity, and bloom with beautiful blossoms each spring.



60　"Hope (Umui) for Peace" Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project 2020 - Report "Hope (Umui) for Peace" Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project 2020- Report　61

Part2　Online Collaborative Learning

3 [Junjo Student Corps]
Next, we will talk about three main topics. First, we will 
look at the Junjo Student Corps, then we will talk about 
the students of the Corps, and finally we will examine 
why Japan did not exit the war.
The main reason we decided to talk about the Junjo 
Students Corps is because we ourselves attend the Na-
gasaki Junshin Catholic University.
Our university is one that grew in the post-bombing 
reconstruction, and since the damage done even just 

to the Nagasaki Junshin Educational Cooperation by the atomic bomb was so great, we think it is neces-
sary for us to fully understand how our daily lives today are not guaranteed to us, and how our lively and 
active school today was built through the reconstruction following this tragic past.

① The Junjo Student Corps
As the tides of the war turned grim, students were put 
into a "Student Corps" and made to work in weapons 
factories. By 1944, even high school girls in year 2 and 
higher, those ages 13-14, were taken from their studies, 
instead of working every day in factories.
The students mobilized from Junshin High were put 
into divisions by school, and named the Junjo Student 
Corps. This was the situation in 1945 when the atomic 
bomb was dropped, claiming the lives of 214 students 

and faculty from the Junjo Student Corps.
When the bomb fell, buildings collapsed from the blast and heat waves, and fires broke out quickly after. 
Even the main school building at Junshin High, located 1.2km from the hypocenter, collapsed and was 
burned down in the fires that afternoon.

The students who remained were killed, and the nuns 
who worked in each department were injured. When 
the other nuns arrived at the school, the building was 
already in flames, and Junshin's founder and principal at 
the time, Yasu Esumi, was gravely injured.
This all happened around 10 years after the Junshin's 
Girl's School was founded. Having lost her students, Yasu 
Esumi  asked, "How can I ever teach again?" and said she 
would spend the rest of her life praying for her students' 
souls. She had made up her mind and began preparing 

to close the school. But the parents and siblings of the students she lost called out for the school to stay 
open, saying that a school that was loved by its students so much and was worried by them even to their 
final hours should not close. Yasu Esumi was bolstered by this sentiment, and decided that if this was what 
her students would want, she would rebuild the school no matter the struggle, and her determination to 
rebuild the Junshin school is why we are here today.
Yasu Esumi believed that she survived in order to pay service to the students she lost. She felt strongly that 
she must do what the girls of the Junjo Student Corps would have gone on to do had they not lost their 
lives to the bomb. She said she "survived to clean up after the atomic bomb."



62　"Hope (Umui) for Peace" Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project 2020 - Report

The Megumi no Oka Nursing Care Home for A-bomb Survivors located 
nearby our school, Nagasaki Junshin Catholic University, was also estab-
lished because of Esumi's desire to care for the parents of those students 
lost in the bombing.

② The Students of the Junjo Student Corps
Next, we would like to talk about the students of the Corps. During the war, students 
younger than we are today had to be prepared to lose their lives in service to their 
country.
To take a closer look at what it was like, we will introduce the stories of Yoshino Masu-
da and Taeko Matsumoto. We'll start with Yoshino Masuda.
Yoshino was 13 years old at the time and lived in Tomie Cho, on the Goto Islands off 
the coast of mainland Nagasaki. Around that time US patrol aircraft began bombing 
the nearby area, and the ferries to the islands were prohibited from departing. This 
prevented travel back and forth between the mainland and the islands.

Yoshino's father suggested she transfer to the Goto Girls High School near their home, but she did not 
agree with the idea.
While she was still on the island, she received a telegram from her school about the mobilization of the 
Student Corps. Thrilled with the news, she went around to her neighbors and even to the homes of those 
farther away to say her goodbyes the day before she left, all without saying a word to her parents.
On the day of her departure, she was about to head for the port before quickly returning home.
This is the conversation she had when she got back.
"Was there something you forgot?"
asked her mother. Yoshino smiled at her and said, 
"Dad, mom, I just wanted one last look at your faces."
From this quote alone we can see that even at the age of 13, Yoshino Masuda was prepared to give her 
life.

But there were also those who lived in fear, not ready to die. One of them was 
Taeko Matsumoto, an advanced course student, or what today we would call a 
5th grader.
She said to her classmates, 
"We all die someday, but I don't want it to be to bombs. I've been so scared late-
ly."
On August 8th, the day before the atomic bomb was dropped, she stopped on 
the way home from the factory and said jokingly to her classmates, 
"I think tonight is the night I die. Everyone, pray for me. This is our last goodbye, 

so make sure you say your farewells." The students all laughed, but Taeko felt as though what she said was 
true and was quickly filled with sorrow, sincerely saying her goodbyes as if they were her last.

When the atomic bomb dropped the next day, her goodbyes truly became 
her final farewells.
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We cannot turn our eyes away from the fact that the 
past holds truths that are unimaginable to us today, 
and we must not allow the horrors of war to fade away 
into memory.
Today, 75 years after the Atomic Bombing of Nagasaki, 
however, we are faced with increasingly fewer oppor-
tunities to hear from atomic bomb survivors directly.
This is why we feel the youth of today, particularly 
those of us from Nagasaki, must spread the word to the 
world about the horror of the atomic bomb and call for 
the abolition of nuclear weapons.

③ Why Japan Did Not Exit the War
The atomic bombs dropped on Japan were transported 
from the US to the island of Tinian on July 26th. On that 
same day, the US, Great Britain, and the Republic of Chi-
na released the Potsdam Declaration. The declaration 
called for Japan's surrender, and ended with an allusion 
to the possibility of a nuclear bombing. Sometime be-
fore the declaration, the Emperor expressed to his min-
isters a desire to quickly bring the war to an end.
The Japanese government, economy, and many cor-

porate heads were left feeling hopeless from being on the losing side of the war, and sought a quick end 
to it. When the Potsdam Declaration was brought to them, many politicians and those in the government 
considered accepting the terms, but the leaders of the army and navy greatly opposed the idea, and the 
call from the declaration went unanswered.
And so, it was that on August 6th at 8:15 AM that the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. The 
Minister of Foreign Affairs went to notify the Emperor that the bomb that had fallen on Hiroshima was an 
atomic bomb. Upon hearing this, the Emperor called strongly for an end to the war.
When the Minister of the Imperial Army later paid a visit to the Emperor, the Emperor told him that he 
had heard the bomb dropped on Hiroshima was an atomic bomb and asked the minister what the army's 
stance was. The minister knew well of the details, but said only that he would look into the matter and 
come back with an answer. From the army's standpoint, surrender would not only dishonor Japan, but 
the army as well, and so it could not change its policy on bringing the war to the mainland. Without the 
minister's approval, the country could not move to accept the terms of surrender.
The US followed up the bombing of Hiroshima quickly, deciding to drop a second atomic bomb in order 
to force Japan to surrender.
And on August 9th, at 11:02 AM, an atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki.
If the war had come to an end with the Potsdam Declaration, the countless lives lost in, and all those who 
suffered from the aftereffects of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima could have been spared. If the war had 
come to an end after the bombing of Hiroshima, all those who were lost and suffered from the afteref-
fects of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki could have been spared. The atomic bombs took countless lives 
and the aftereffects plagued so very many people.
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This photograph was taken after the war. The girls on 
the top are wearing air-raid hoods. This was to protect 
their heads, as the atomic bombing had caused their 
hair to fall out.
How horrific must it have been for children their age to 
already lose their hair? The very thought weighs heavy 
on our hearts. Today, as of January 2020, nine countries 
(including North Korea) maintain nuclear weapons, 
with a combined armament of around 13,400 missiles. 
It is our hope that these weapons go unused, and Na-
gasaki remains the last city to be hit with an atomic 
bomb. We believe we must do our part to bring our 
world even a little closer to one that is without war.

Do you have classes in elementary and middle school about peace?
What is the students’ sentiment about peace there? (Vietnam)

There must have been foreign workers and missionaries there at the time of the bombing, 
but is there any compensation or support for treatment for such people? (South Korea)

I believe one of the major differences between Hiroshima and Nagasaki is the presence 
or lack of Christianity, and the Urakami Cathedral has become a symbol there much like 
the Atomic Bomb Dome has here.
Some Christians must have been there at the hypocenter, but are there any anti-nuclear 

movements or initiatives to pass down the tale being actively led by Christian churches or or-
ganizations? (Hiroshima)

We have peace studies at all levels of school and memorial services are held yearly on August 9th at Ya-
mazato Elementary School, which was hit by the bomb. We also have the "Nagasaki Saruku" event, and can 
visit facilities such as the Urakami Cathedral and Atomic Bomb Museum.

I don't know all the details, but there were some missionaries who were unaffected by the bombing whose 
churches then helped the victims.
Some orphans from the time even became missionaries. Many foreign people lost their lives in the bomb-
ings, and I do not know all the details, but there is a monument to such people, and every year on August 
9th we pray for them just as we do to the Japanese victims.

I think we pray for peace in Nagasaki regardless of religious denomination, but we are a Catholic school, 
and I know Junshin University is quite active in peace efforts. Our university works to spread the experi-
ences of those from the schools around Nagasaki City. Many Catholics lost their lives in the bombing, as 
Urakami District, a prominent Catholic area, and the Urakami Cathedral were quite close to the hypocenter. 
Dr. Takashi Nagai was also Catholic, and his contributions to the reconstruction effort stands out as a repre-
sentation of Catholic efforts.

Q & A　◆ Atomic Bombing of Nagasaki
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In Okinawa we have peace studies in June and we learn mostly about the Battle of Okinawa.
In Nagasaki do you learn about both Hiroshima and Nagasaki since both locations were hit 
by atomic bombs? (Okinawa)

In Okinawa, it's sort of taboo to bring up the war and the military bases in conversation. 
What is it like in Nagasaki? (Okinawa)

We primarily learn about the bombing of Nagasaki. Learning about the real experiences of A-bomb survi-
vors in particular really left an impression.

Many survivors suffered from keloids and other injuries and did not want to speak of the event for some 
time afterwards. But as time went on, people slowly began to take action as story tellers, seeking to ensure 
that stories about the tragedy of the bombings were passed down. From there, many people began to 
share their experiences more actively.

Q

Q

A

A
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Taiwan 　Topic: February 28 Massacre

Let me talk about the February 28 Massacre in Taiwan. 
First, I will give a brief history of Taiwan.
In 1945, the long Greater East Asia War came to an end. 
As soon as Emperor Hirohito’s announcement of Ja-
pan’s surrender was broadcast, Taiwan, which had been 
governed by Japan, also became a defeated nation. 
However, after Chiang Kai-shek recognized Taiwan as 
a representative of the Chinese government, Taiwan 
quickly became one of the victors. People were so ex-
cited about this and looking forward to the alliance. 
Instead of improving, however, their lives got worse.

Politically, after being governed by Japan for 50 years, 
the Taiwanese expected to become independent after 
the alliance. However, the administration sent to Tai-
wan to represent China usurped the rights of admin-
istration, legislation, jurisdiction and the military. The 
Taiwanese were surprised and disappointed with the 
corruption of the national government from Mainland 
China. 
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Economically, the Chinese government not only ex-
panded the monopolism that the Japanese had estab-
lished, but also took control of all public and private 
companies that Japan had left. In markets dominated 
by the national government, small- and mid-size com-
panies found it difficult to survive. 

Culturally, after defeating Japan, the Chinese govern-
ment’s army in Taiwan considered Taiwanese wearing 
Japanese-style clothes as Japanese who had taken their 
lands and houses, and they called the Taiwanese Japa-
nese slaves. Cultural differences caused such attitudes. 

I will explain the causes of the February 28 Massacre.
Please look at the photo. On February 27, 1947, a wom-
an selling black market cigarettes was caught by the 
police. The woman kneeled on the ground and begged 
for forgiveness; however, the police officer hit her with 
the handle of his bayonet as he confiscated the ciga-
rettes and the money she had. 

Following the war, China continued the monopolism 
established during the period of Japanese rule in Tai-
wan and controlled the right to sell alcohol, cigarettes, 
sugar, and salt. However, in Mainland China, the sale of 
cigarettes was not regulated in such a way, which the 
Taiwanese saw as a discriminatory measure. Many Tai-
wanese gathered to show their support for the woman. 
In response, a police officer fired a warning shot into 
the crowd and hit a Taiwanese citizen who had nothing 
to do with the gathering. The person died and the po-
lice official escaped.



68　"Hope (Umui) for Peace" Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project 2020 - Report

This incident caused Taiwanese anger toward China 
to explode. On the following day, February 28, people 
demonstrated to protest the police at the then Taiwan 
Provincial Governor residence. The government office 
guards fired machine guns from the roof, killing many 
citizens. 
News of this incident spread throughout Taiwan over 
the radio, resulting in widespread protests against the 
government. 

Uprisings spread to many areas and on May 15, they came to an end. The number of victims was estimat-
ed at between 10,000 and 20,000. 

In 1949, after the February 28 Massacre, with the mem-
bers of the Nationalist Party, which was defeated by the 
Communist Party in the Chinese Civil War, the number 
of people fleeing to Taiwan increased drastically. This 
resulted in martial law being declared throughout Tai-
wan in 1949. Martial law is the temporary imposition of 
direct military control to enforce the government’s rule 
to maintain public order in response to a war or emer-
gency. Therefore, in this period, Taiwanese law was 
suspended nationwide, and part or all of the adminis-

tration and jurisdiction were transferred to the military. By the time martial law was lifted in 1987, it had 
been in force for over 38 years. It was the longest period of martial law by a regime anywhere in the world 
in the 20th century. 
During the period of martial law, the Nationalist Party forced people in Taiwan to spy on one another and 
report information to repress anti-government forces. It was considered state terrorism that came to be 
known as the White Terror. During this White Terror, 140,000 Taiwanese were imprisoned, and 3,000 to 
4,000 were executed for their real or perceived opposition to the Chinese National Party government led 
by Chiang Kai-shek. 
The Chinese National Party government imprisoned Taiwan’s intellectual and social elite out of fear that 
they might resist government rule or sympathize with communism. Most of those prosecuted were la-
beled by the government as spies for Chinese Communists and punished. This terrified the entire society.
In 1996, after 38 years of martial law, the Taiwanese chose a president through a democratic election. The 
first popularly elected President of the Republic of China was Li Denghui, as you know. 
Such democratization in Taiwan may have been influenced by the February 28 Massacre. 

Next, I will talk about commemorative movements for 
the February 28 Massacre. 
After martial law was lifted in 1987, people in Taiwan 
gradually started talking about the February 28 Massa-
cre and the White Terror. Speaking for the government 
in 1995, President Li Denghui officially apologized to 
the people of Taiwan and established the Memorial 
Foundation of 228 to mourn for and compensate the 
victims and their families. February 28 became Peace 
Memorial Day, which is also a national holiday. 
There are 24 memorial museums, parks, and monu-
ments in Taiwan. 
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I will talk about the efforts to pass down peace in Tai-
wan. 
One of the issues in Taiwan today is that many are no 
longer interested in the February 28 Massacre. Elemen-
tary, junior high, and high school textbooks in Taiwan 
devote a page or less to the February 28 Massacre. Peo-
ple know that it occurred, but they do not know what 
the details of the incident are, which leads to decreased 
interest. 
The second issue is that people who do not know the 
details of the February 28 Massacre cannot empathize 

with the victims. The biggest problem in Taiwan is a lack of identity as Taiwanese. 
Please look at the graph shown below. Taiwan was first ruled by the Netherlands, then Ming China, Qing 
China, and Japan. In 1945, the Chinese Nationalist Party fled to Taiwan. From long ago, Taiwan experi-
enced foreign rule and history of multiracial conflicts.
With such a complicated history, identity as Taiwanese is lacking. Individual Taiwanese have different 
thoughts about their history.

A Video – Police officials are suppressing the general 
public.
This video is a reenactment of an incident that occurred 
at a train station one month after the February 28 Mas-
sacre. This was made to tell people in Taiwan what real-
ly happened. 
A wide variety of movies, dramas, and videos describ-
ing the February 28 Massacre have been made and 
broadcasted to pass down the history. 

Thank you for listening.
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I have felt an identity crisis as a Japanese and an Okinawan. How about you? How much 
Taiwanese do you think you have in you? (Okinawa)

The Japanese think Taiwan is friendly toward Japan. At the same time, it is tended to 
overlook what Japan did to Taiwanese during the war. What do Taiwanese think about 
the period under Japanese control? (Hiroshima) 

Do you think each generation has a different idea about their identity? (Okinawa)

(In regard to having been ruled by other countries,) I guess almost no student has a crisis of identity, and 
we probably all think that we are 100% Taiwanese.

Many in the second or third generations who lived in Taiwan before the period of Japanese rule have a 
good impression of the Japanese. However, people who moved to Taiwan from China have a history of 
fighting against Japan, so they seem to have a bad impression of Japan. 

Almost all of the younger generation feel they are Taiwanese. Meanwhile, our parents’ generation and old-
er including people who came from China, or their second or third generation offspring, they may think of 
themselves as Chinese. 

Q & A　◆ February 28 Massacre
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Vietnam　Topic: Vietnam War

Hello, everyone. We are students from the Department 
of Japanese, Ho Chi Minh City University of Education, 
in Vietnam. We would like to talk about the Vietnam 
War.

Vietnam is in Southeast Asia, and the capital is Hanoi. 
The official name of the country is the Socialist Repub-
lic of Vietnam. The total distance from north to south is 
1,650 kilometers. 

This is the content of today’s presentation. 

The Vietnam War occurred between North Vietnam, or 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and South Viet-
nam, or the Republic of Vietnam, from 1955 to 1975. 
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There were two reasons for the war. It occurred par-
tially because of American capitalism, and partially 
because anti-communist allies wanted to reduce the 
influence and power of communist countries. For these 
reasons, it was unjust interference. 

The leaders of the Communist Party of Vietnam at that 
time were Ho Chi Minh and Vo Nguyen Giap. 

The people who fought were called the Vietcong. All 
of the citizens of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
were involved. Therefore, all Vietnamese were involved 
in the war. This is why the war was believed to have 
been fighting for justice.

Let us provide a little information on the background 
of the war. The Geneva Accords were signed in 1945 
and the period of colonial rule ended after France was 
expelled following the battle at Dien Bien Phu. As the 
French were forced out of Indochina, the United States 
intervened in the War in South Vietnam on behalf of 
France in 1956. Ngo Dinh Diem became the President 
of the Republic of Vietnam with financial backing for 
military operations from the United States. 
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The area in red became North Vietnam under the lead-
ership of the Communist Party of Vietnam.

The area in yellow became South Vietnam under the 
leadership of the Republic of Vietnam.
Vietnam was temporarily partitioned into South and 
North at the 17th parallel. 

During that time, North Vietnam entered a transition 
period to socialism, and gradually developed its econo-
my, culture, technology, and science. In addition, North 
Vietnam was providing logistic support to South Viet-
nam. 
At the same time, North Vietnam was gestating plans 
to defeat the republic and the United States through 
revolution for the liberation of South Vietnam. 

We will now outline some major incidents.
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The Dong Khoi Movement was the first in revolt 
against the United States. This movement started at the 
end of 1959 and finished successfully in 1960. 
The photo shows a unit known as the “Long-Haired 
Army” consisting of women.

The second was the Staley Taylor Plan.

This photo shows a scene from the so-called integrat-
ed operation. The two incidents above took place with 
the aim of destroying the Vietnam revolution and mak-
ing Vietnam a new colony of the United States; howev-
er, both failed. 
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The third one was the battle of Dien Bien Phu in the 
Air in which the United States fought against North 
Vietnam. Between 1965 and 1972, the United States 
conducted air raids against North Vietnam many times 
with B-52 Bombers to prevent South Vietnam from 
supporting North Vietnam. 

However, the North Vietnamese Army resisted the 
United States Army, and the United States failed. 

This photo shows Hanoi destroyed by the United 
States Air Force bombing raids.

Visiting Hanoi, you will find part of a B-52 Bomber that 
was shot down. 
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Finally, we would like to talk about the Ho Chi Minh 
Campaign, or the April 30 Incident, the most important 
incident and one that determined the unification of 
North and South Vietnam. 
The Ho Chi Minh Campaign was a coordinated attack 
that occurred in 1975, and one of the priority offensive 
operations. On the morning of April 30, an armored 
unit of the Vietcong clashed with South Vietnamese 
army forces, captured government officials and forced 
the resignation of President Duong Van Minh of South 
Vietnam. 

At 11:30 a.m., the flag of Vietnam was raised above the 
roof of the Presidential Palace. The United States and 
South Vietnam were defeated, and the Vietnam War 
was over. 

After the success of the operation on April 30, the 
21-year-long Vietnam War ended, and South and North 
Vietnam were unified.

We will now talk about the criminality of the war. 
First, we’ll talk about a photo of a girl entitled “Napalm 
Girl” taken by a Vietnamese American photographer 
in 1972. The girl was 9 years old, and she had been 
burned by napalm dropped by South Vietnamese 
planes. This photo was recognized as the most influen-
tial news photo in the world at that time. 
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Next, we’ll talk about defoliant. 
This photo shows American planes spewing defoliant 
in Vietnam. 

The defoliant has had a terrible effect on the Vietnam-
ese. 

It also damaged the environment. This photo shows 
that almost everything was destroyed by the defoliant. 

Next, we’ll talk about the My Lai Massacre, which oc-
curred in 1968. This photo shows dead bodies. Only 
three survived the massacre. 

※ The U.S. troops attacked My Lai in Son Tinh District, 
South Vietnam, and murdered 504 unarmed civilians.
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We’ll now talk about the aftermath of the war. 
Unexploded bombs dropped by the American military 
still remain. People stepping on the unexploded shells 
have been horribly injured. 

According to the graph, following the number of 
deaths, the number of people injured is significant. The 
number of deaths includes both soldiers and civilians. 
War left us only sorrow, disappointment, and pain. 

Finally, we’ll talk about the Thich Quang Duc incident. 
Who do you think will not be touched by war? Most 
would say priests. However, priests were also victims 
during the Vietnam War. 
The most famous of these was Thich Quang Duc. Thich 
Quang Duc burned himself to death in protest of the 
policy of suppressing Buddhism by the South Vietnam-
ese administration.

As we already mentioned in the overview, what we 
learned from the Vietnam War is that a war of aggres-
sion is unjust and, therefore, ends in the defeat of the 
invader. As you know, so many people died in the war. 
However, with a patriotic spirit, not only soldiers, but 
all Vietnamese devoted their lives to fighting for their 
country. The great leadership of the Communist Party 
of Vietnam led by Ho Chi Minh, and the spirit of unity 
of the Vietnamese who fought in the war regardless of 
age and gender were the key to winning the war along 
with support from China, Soviet Union, and Cuba. 
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We have examined what we should do to develop and 
maintain a peaceful society. 
The young generation in Vietnam does not have the 
experience of war. Therefore, it is important for them to 
learn about war and deepen their understanding of the 
damage caused by war by visiting museums, reading 
books, and participating in volunteer activities for peo-
ple affected by the defoliant. 
Social networking is now common and different ver-
sions of what we write are quickly transmitted to many 

people. Therefore, we must be careful about what we write and how we write. Carelessness may cause 
worsening relationships among countries. We must avoid expressing opinions regarding territorial dis-
putes and racial discrimination. 
It is also important for us to respect the rights, territory, history, culture, beliefs and religion of others. 
There are quite a few countries experiencing disputes. Vietnam follows a policy of peaceful negotiation to 
solve such problems. 
Many ethnic groups live in Vietnam; however, there is almost no internal strife and 54 ethnic groups live 
in peace together. 
To maintain a peaceful society, we think it is important to carry out projects that deepen cultural under-
standing. For example, the Ho Chi Minh City University of Education welcomes people from Japanese uni-
versities and jointly carries out field research to deepen mutual understanding each year. 
Wars were something that happened in the past for the Vietnamese. We do not have anything against 
anyone. We cannot change our past, so we believe that it is better to move forward to create a brighter 
future. 

Thank you for listening.
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How does today’s Vietnamese feel about the United States? (Taiwan)

Why were so many civilians in My Lai killed? (Okinawa)

What effects have been left caused by the defoliant at the Vietnam War ? 
Are the effects ongoing? (Nagasaki)

I heard that Vietnam filed a lawsuit against the United States for damages caused by the 
defoliant, and that the claim was rejected. Could you please tell us about that? (Nagasaki)

The South Korean army was also deployed to the Vietnam War and committed war 
crimes. How was this historical fact understood by the Vietnamese? How do the Viet-
namese feel about South Korea? (South Korea)

We know the war ended long ago. The Vietnamese today value peace, and the relationship with the United 
States has gradually become better and stronger. 

Civilians were killed not only in My Lai, but also in 230 other areas in Vietnam. Because most of the villagers 
in My Lai died, My Lai became the most infamous massacre. 

The defoliant damaged people and nature. Dead trees were replaced with new ones and nature has grad-
ually recovered. However, there are some continuing effects such as water in the areas where the defoliant 
was used remaining unpotable. 

It was filed in 2004. The United States has not yet compensated for the damage. However, some American 
organizations have provided financial support to Vietnam.

Vietnam has built better relations with the United States and South Korea, and we think people do not 
have bad memories of or bitter feelings toward South Korea. Students love Korean dramas and have no 
bad impression of South Korea. 

Q & A 　◆ The Vietnam War

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

A

A

A

A

A
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＊＊＊＊ Session 1 ＊＊＊＊

−−− Discussions (Why Do We Have Conflict?) −−−

Subject Why Do We Have Conflict?

Date Friday, November 27th, 2020

Lecturer Okinawa Peace Assistance Center (OPAC)

Location Naha City Human Resources Development Support Center Maimai Naha

Discussion:

◆Opinions about “Why Do We Have Conflict?”
・It is difficult to prevent conflicts among individuals, so it is necessary to consider how we can solve problems 

among people by peaceful means. 
・Conflicts among individuals are basically associated with differences in culture, sense of value, justice, eth-

nicity, and issues related to capitalism. 
・Conflicts are not always bad. Both sides can sometimes improve themselves through conflict, which will not 

lead to the use of force. 
・One peaceful solution for conflicts is negotiation. However, this is not always possible because one side 

sometimes does not want to negotiate for a solution. 
・If one side does not respond to the call for negotiation, negotiation in such areas as the abolishment of nu-

clear weapons, it is necessary to change the point of the issue and appeal to their sense of values or human-
ity, or to establish rules among countries that do not possess atomic bombs. 

（5）Day 4 – Discussions (Why Do We Have Conflict?-What is a State of Peace?)

  Discussion for today is separated into two sessions. We’ve learned about a wide range of wars and incidents through 
the presentations given by each region. Today, we will think about why we have conflict. 

  We think there are three major reasons for conflicts. 
One is differences in ideology (e.g. China and Taiwan), 
the second is anarchical states, and the last is nationalism 
(conflicts among ethnic groups). Speaking of the differ-
ence in ideology, the United States and the Soviet Union 
were once in the state of the cold war due to differences 
in ideology. An anarchical state means that there is no 
system that controls the world beyond the country or re-
gion, and that is why no one can prevent wars between 
countries. Nationalism has caused conflicts among ethnic 
groups after the cold war such as conflicts among Muslims in the Middle East and other areas. 

OPAC

Taiwan Team
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  The reason why we have wars is in the psychology of people want-
ing to win against people in other regions or with a different culture 
and opinions. There are more than 100 countries in the world and 
the differences in cultures and ways of thinking cause difficulties for 
mutual understanding. In addition, when encountering different 
opinions, people tend to want their opinion to prevail, and this may 
cause conflicts. 

  Some also think that conflicts over ways of thinking, rights, and 
profit may cause conflicts among countries and regions. For ex-
ample, the Vietnam War was partially because American capitalists 
were seeking profits, and there was a difference in thinking between 
the United States and the Soviet Union. One example of ethnic con-
flict is the one between Nazi Germany and the Jewish People. 

  We think there are two reasons for conflicts. One is differences in 
the sense of values. Differences in ethnicity, religion, and childhood 
environment cause conflicts. The other is differences in order. Social 
inequality accelerates the desire to stay ahead of others, which leads 
to conflict. 

  We think one cause of conflict is misunderstanding and differences 
in the sense of values. There also may have been a lack of interest 
in or learning from history. Differences in justice that individuals be-
lieve in may cause conflict. A lack of communication may be a cause 
as well. For example, a wife wanted her husband to wash dishes, but 
he didn’t. People may expect too much from others without asking 
them clearly. 

Vietnam Team

Vietnam Team

Nagasaki Team 

Okinawa Team
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  We think there are two major causes of conflict. In a capitalist 
society, people profit from the loss of others, which causes conflict. 
Another reason we think is the difference in social and economic 
standing among countries. The Okinawa Team mentioned that a 
lack of interest may cause conflicts. We agree with this. To be inter-
ested in something requires time, money and effort, which is incon-
sistent with the nature of capitalism. Therefore, a lack of interest is 
the nature of capitalism. 

  We have two different opinions in the team. One is the opinion about the definition of conflicts, and the other is 
the opinion about the belief that human nature is fundamentally good or bad. We have different opinions about the 
definition of conflicts such as conflicts that may lead to war, conflicts that can improve capability or competitiveness, 
or conflicts in opinions that are not associated with armed force. What are the differences among these? We think 
mutual understanding and respect for others who have different opinions, and the selection of ways to engage with 
others are the keys to preventing conflicts. We also discussed whether the nature of humankind is conflict or cooper-
ation. We reached the conclusion that people always have different opinions, which means in a way that we always 
have conflicts; however, people try to create peaceful relationships on the foundation of conflict. 

  Thank you. We have put the opinions on the 
screen, but if you have anything to add, please tell 
us. I personally think that poverty is included in the 
causes of conflict. What do you think?

  During our discussions, some mentioned that differences in the academic background may have caused poverty. 

  You mean that disparities in academic background and income cause poverty. If there are some other different 
opinions, please share them with us.

South Korea Team

Hiroshima Team 

OPAC

Nagasaki Team 

OPAC



84　"Hope (Umui) for Peace" Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project 2020 - Report

  You mean that it is impossible to do away with conflict but that we can change the way to resolve them. What do 
other teams think about this?

  Thank you. If anyone has a question about the opinions presented until now, please share it with us here. 

  We generally agree with the Okinawa Team. Conflicts among people arise in day-to-day life, such as between a girl-
friend and a boyfriend. Conflicts among countries often led to wars in the past; however, we need to resolve them 
through peaceful means, including communication, from now. 

  I personally think that justice is a belief or what each of us thinks is precious, though it is hard to define. During the 
Battle of Okinawa, justice for people was reverence for the Emperor. It is the belief of an individual person or country. 
I would like to ask the Vietnam Team what justice for you is.

  Thank you for your answer. We can understand the thinking of the Vietnam Team; but Okinawa lost one out of four 
people in the Battle of Okinawa, and we learned “Nuchi do Takara,” which means life is more important than the 
country. Therefore, we felt a little difference in the sense of value from the Vietnam Team. Thank you.

  I have a question for the Okinawa Team. I 
can understand the difference in the sense 
of value, but the sense of justice differs de-
pending on the person. Would you please 
tell me what justice is for the Okinawa 
Team?

  We think justice for us is to protect our country at the risk of our life. 

  We wonder if people can understand each other without experiencing conflict. For example, both parties argue at a 
trial and sometimes understand each other better because of this. It is possible that conflicts sometimes arise for the 
purpose of understanding others. In modern society, we need to choose better ways to handle conflict. In the past, 
people forced others to obey them through war. However, in the present world, we must use discussion to resolve 
conflicts. 

OPAC

OPAC

Taiwan Team

Okinawa Team

Okinawa Team

Vietnam Team

Vietnam Team

Okinawa Team 
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  We would like to ask each team if your country has a compulsory enlistment system in military service. (Vietnam, Tai-
wan, and South Korean teams raised their hands to say “Yes.”) Japan does not have military conscription. We would 
like to ask the team from the countries with the military draft system how you felt about the service when you first 
joined the training.

Okinawa Team

  Some people on the South Korea and Taiwan teams had military training. I would like to ask your feeling about mili-
tary training before and after. 

Okinawa Team

  Vietnam has military conscription. Currently, all men are required to serve, but women are not. In addition, Vietnam 
is at peace now and some people are against the service, but the number of such people is very few. 

Vietnam Team

  Taiwan also has military conscription. I’ve just finished the training. During the training, we use weapons. I personally 
think it is not necessary to ask all Taiwanese to participate in the training because it is a waste of time. 

Taiwan Team

  I was in training for about four months, which is too short to change anything. I think it was a waste of my time. 

Taiwan Team

  When I turned 20, I joined the army. Up until I graduated from high school, I was taught by my teachers and parents 
how to help others and to live with people peacefully. However, as soon as I joined the army, I learned how to kill 
people and how we should effectively control people. At the age of 20, I got very confused.  

South Korea Team

  The exchange between the Okinawa and Vietnam 
teams is a great example of communication, and I 
would like to hear more comments about the opin-
ions that have been presented. I’d like each team to 
ask a question or give an opinion. First, the Okinawa 
Team, please. 

OPAC
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  We were asked about compulsory military service. We 
would like to ask the Japan Team what Japanese people in 
their 20s and other students feel about compulsory military 
service.

  We learn a wide range of things in train-
ing, including how to kill. Some of what I 
learned from training, things like ways of 
thinking and habits, have continued to 
influence me. After joining a company, 
what we call the military culture remained 
with me, which I think leads to a certain 
male-oriented culture. Therefore, I feel the 
male-oriented culture is equal to military 
culture. 

Taiwan Team

  Would the Vietnam Team like to ask a question?

OPAC

  The Hiroshima Team stated an opinion related to this question. Would you like to answer this question?

OPAC

  Thank you. Would the Taiwan Team like to ask a question?

OPAC

  As for whether there are any good aspects of conflict, we think that conflicts can give us a chance to understand 
each other better and improve together. Coming to understand the good parts of the other side, we can argue, but 
make ourselves better without using violence. 

Hiroshima Team

  We would like to ask if there are any positive aspects of conflict.

Vietnam Team

South Korea Team
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  We also think it is important to communicate with each other, but what do you think we should do if the other party 
does not want to engage?

Nagasaki Team

  I think negotiation requires the best timing and occasions. When the other party does not come to the table, we are 
already being asked to be patient, and that is a sort of negotiation. Therefore, it is necessary for us to consider a wide 
range of ways to resolve conflict. 

Nagasaki Team

  Failing to communicate with the other party in spite of continual efforts to do so is a problem. It is wise to be willing 
to accept compromises to prevent disadvantage for both sides. But this is, I think, an eternal task for humans. 

Okinawa Team

  We think conflict resolved through discussion or other peaceful means helps us to understand each other. 

Okinawa Team

  The Okinawa Team said that it is hard to do away with conflict, but it is important to choose better ways of address-
ing it when it arises. What ways do you think there are to resolve conflict?

Nagasaki Team

  Thank you, then, the Nagasaki Team, please. 

OPAC

  We know there are different opinions about this, but I do not want to be drafted. If war breaks out, someone needs 
to fight. But I’m scared and never want to fight. 

Nagasaki Team

  I agree with the Okinawa Team. I dislike the idea and do not want to prepare for war. However, while I’m not for 
compulsory military service, I feel an inconsistency between the existence of the Self-Defense Forces of Japan and 
the concept that it’s not military. I feel Japan and people also realize the inconsistency. 

Hiroshima Team

  Frankly speaking, Japan once had compulsory military service, but we do not have a good impression of it and don’t 
want to have it again. The Japanese Constitution is also based on pacifism. Preparing for war is not accepted by peo-
ple in Japan now. 

Okinawa Team 
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  We think it is difficult to find a single solution. It may be necessary for us not only to communicate, but also to com-
bine a wide range of ways to resolve conflicts. 

Nagasaki Team

  I remember that the Hiroshima Team also mentioned ways of resolving conflicts. Based on the opinions given by the 
Nagasaki and Okinawa teams, what does the Hiroshima Team think is an appropriate approach when the other party 
does not come to the table?

  We’ve discussed “Why Do We Have Conflict?”, and 
we are now going to bring our discussion to a close. 
  Some mentioned that it is hard to avoid conflicts 
among individuals. And some also mentioned that 
we need to consider better ways to resolve conflicts. 
Furthermore, some mentioned that differences in the 
sense of value or academic background and income 
may cause conflicts among people. 
  What is very interesting is that many of you think a 
state of conflict is normal, and we need to exert ef-
forts to create a peaceful state. This means, I think, a 
peaceful state cannot be established without great 
effort. It was a very interesting session. Thank you. 

OPAC

OPAC

  For example, considering conflicts among countries, we possibly have many ways of leading to a solution. These in-
clude the use of power, negotiating advantages for both sides, and the establishment of international rules. In regard 
to nuclear weapons, there was a conflict over nuclear deterrence between the United States and the Soviet Union 
during the Cold War, but they were able to limit it. In addition, other countries developing nuclear weapons did not 
negotiate with them. Many countries tried multilateral negotiations and countries without nuclear weapons estab-
lished the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons from the viewpoint of humanity. As seen in these examples, 
it is also necessary for us to change viewpoints and make different approaches to resolve conflicts. 

Hiroshima Team 
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＊＊＊＊ Session 2 ＊＊＊＊

−−− Discussions (What is a State of Peace?) −−−

Subject What is a State of Peace?

Date Friday, November 27th, 2020

Lecturer Okinawa Peace Assistance Center (OPAC)

Location Naha City Human Resources Development Support Center Maimai Naha

Discussion:

◆Opinions about the State of Peace
・Having no wars does not mean a state of peace. It means that individuals have the desire to achieve a state 

of peace under circumstances that protect basic human rights and happiness. 
・The concept of a state of peace may have changed over time as threats to peace have changed. Therefore, 

it may be difficult to consider a state of peace shared by everyone as everyone has his/her own idea about it. 

◆Opinions about Ways to Develop Peace
・It is essential for us to create an environment in which we can discuss our differences peacefully from posi-

tions of equality regardless of social status, economic development, gender, or disabilities.
・It is necessary to have cooperative relationships among countries to work on environmental and economic 

issues together. 

  In the second session, we will discuss what the state of peace is. Please present your team’s opinions. 

  Peace in general means the absence of war; how-
ever, that is insufficient. The state of peace means a 
state in which basic human rights are protected, a 
state in which there is no war, violence, or starvation, 
and a state in which all people have access to good 
healthcare. In other words, peace means to have sta-
ble social, political, and international relationships.

OPAC

Vietnam Team
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  Our response is mutual assistance. We can cooperate in interna-
tional efforts on such issues as environment and poverty. We think 
such international cooperation is a form of peace. 

  We think peace and conflict are not in direct opposition. Having 
a space or environment for a certain democratic conflict means 
a state of peace. Such a peaceful state is a state that provides the 
state in which people in conflict are assured equal standing re-
gardless of their income, gender, or disabilities. 

  We had many different opinions on the team. In general, how-
ever, we think that peace means that everyone is able to live a 
life that meets certain basic standards with sufficient clothing, 
food, and a place to live. A state of peace means a state in which 
people can be relaxed and kind to others, are free to decide 
what they want to do, have someone who listens to what they 
say, and have no threats like army bases or helicopters. Okinawa 
secures the environment for us to live a life that meets certain 
basic standards. Therefore, we have peace; but we also have 
army bases and helicopters in our daily life. Okinawa experiences 
a contradiction because of the coexistence of peace and army bases. 

  During the discussion on our team, 
some mentioned that peace means 
the absence of war or a state in which 
everyone can live an ordinary life. 
Because the concept of peace has 
changed, some mentioned that it is 
necessary to adjust the form of peace 
suitable to the times. Some also men-
tioned that peace usually means the 
state of society; but focusing on individuals, peace means that each of us can have desires, and that will lead to peace 
in society. 

Taiwan Team

South Korea Team

Okinawa Team

Nagasaki Team
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  Our team discussed whether people have ever really had a state of peace in human history. Our conclusion is that 
we have never achieved a state of peace. We do not know if this example is correct or not, but we believe that a state 
of peace means a state in which each of us believes in an absolute existence like a god, that we can talk about what 
we individually believe and understand each other, and that this will lead to a state of peace. 

Hiroshima Team

  All teams shared their opinions. If you have other opinions and questions, please share them with us here. 

  Next is a question from the South Korea Team. 

  You mean that peace is a state in which people do not need to worry about how they will pass peace down to the 
next generation as we are now through this Online Collaborative Learning. In other words, it’s the state in which 
peace is already in society. 

  Next is the Hiroshima Team, please. 

  We think the state of not needing Online Collaborative Learning is peace. 

OPAC

OPAC

OPAC

OPAC

South Korea Team

  We have a question for the Nagasaki 
Team. You mentioned that the form of 
peace changes over time. What forms do 
you think exist?

Vietnam Team

  Not long ago, the absence of war was thought to be a state of peace; however, we think a state that prompts us to 
consider poverty and protect individual happiness may be peace. 

Nagasaki Team
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  We discussed the South Korea Team’s opinion about not needing Online Collaborative Learning. We think the op-
portunity to study or exchange opinions is necessary even if we finally achieve a state of peace. For example, the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum tells us about the horror of atomic bombs. We think it is important to keep tell-
ing people about the horror of atomic bombs even if they are eliminated from our world because they could be pro-
duced again. Even if we achieve a state of peace throughout the world, it is necessary to continue discussing peace 
together. 

Hiroshima Team

  I apologize for misunderstanding what the South Korea Team was trying to say. 
  Next, would the Vietnam Team please give us a question?

  There may be different opinions about the need to hold Online Collaborative Learning as an indicator of the state of 
peace. But what we meant was that the current situation around us is not safe and peaceful due to COVID-19, which 
prevents us from being together to dance, drink, and study. However, as the Vietnam Team mentioned, from the 
standpoint of healthcare and wellbeing, our current state can be considered a state of peace. 

  Some mentioned healthcare. The disparity in income and wealth may influence who receives vaccinations first. 
What do you think is necessary in order to do away with inequality in healthcare? 

OPAC

South Korea Team

South Korea Team

  COVID-19 is now a threat. Do you think the virus will be a 
cause of conflicts?

Vietnam Team

  We don’t think that COVID-19 has caused big conflicts. However, COVID-19 infection in smaller communities may 
cause discrimination and conflict. 

Okinawa Team
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  South Korea Team asked a question, but instead of working for an answer, please let me ask other teams first for 
their questions and opinion because we are running out of time. If we have some time left over after all teams have 
had a chance to ask a question and share their opinion, I would like to ask everyone opinions about the South Korea 
Team’s question. I am very sorry about the time. Now let’s listen to what the Taiwan Team has to say. 

  Next is the Nagasaki Team, please. 

OPAC

OPAC

  We agree with the Okinawa Team that having no threats is a state of peace. We assume that the Okinawa Team rec-
ognizes the U.S. military base as a big threat. Taiwan also has a similar threat. Does the Okinawa Team think Taiwan is 
in a state of peace?

Taiwan Team

  I was in Taiwan for three months last year and felt that it was very peaceful. However, I also heard from one of my 
friends that it is pressured by other countries and that one friend’s parents’ generation talked about elections. I also 
felt that Taiwan’s situation is similar to Okinawa. 

  We have a question for the Hiroshima 
Team. When they talked about the state 
of peace, they said that it would be im-
portant to continue communication in a 
democratic environment for it to develop. 
I think Okinawa may not have such an 
environment to discuss issues. So, I would 
like to ask everyone how Okinawa might 
create an environment for democratic discussions. 

  Thank you for your opinion. 

  Although this is not a specific idea, I personally prioritize understanding others during communication. A wide range 
of issues arises both at home and abroad. Knowing what is going on and sharing our feelings with others can help us 
move forward. Therefore, it is important to learn more about different regions and countries through opportunities 
for opinion exchange like this project. Nowadays, SNS helps us to increase the number of friends we have, and this 
leads to chances for communication within a large group of people at a regional or national level.

Okinawa Team

Okinawa Team

Okinawa Team

Hiroshima Team



94　"Hope (Umui) for Peace" Promotion, Exchange, and Passing Down Project 2020 - Report

  This is a question for teams from outside of Japan.

  Thank you for the information. Unfortunately, we have only a little bit of time left, so I will provide a general summa-
ry of the session. 

OPAC

OPAC

  As far as I know, Taiwan also has a medical insurance system called the National Health Insurance, which is available 
not only to Taiwanese citizens but also to people coming from abroad, though a certain premium may be required. 
Considering recent news, I feel the Taiwanese health insurance system is well developed. 

Taiwan Team

  I think either the Vietnam or South Korea Team mentioned healthcare under COVID-19. Under the Japanese health-
care system, patients are only required to pay a part of the cost. I would like to know about the healthcare systems in 
other countries. I especially want to know if healthcare in other countries is also provided to everyone regardless of 
the ability to pay. 

Nagasaki Team

  The South Korean healthcare system is also similar to those in Japan and Taiwan. A universal healthcare insurance 
system provides care to the nation. 

South Korea Team

  Vietnam has a universal insurance system, Health Insurance, which provides healthcare free of charge or at a re-
duced rate. COVID-19 treatment was initially provided free of charge. Currently, however, patients need to pay a little 
bit. 

Vietnam Team
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  First of all, I understood that you have a wide range 
of feelings about peace. The Okinawa and Nagasaki 
teams prioritize individual freedom and lifestyle, 
and an environment in which the individual has 
free choice. The opinion shared by all teams was 
that a state of peace is based on individual happi-
ness. The reason that universal peace does not exist 
is the wide range of threats facing it. For example, 
Taiwan has worries about security, and the world is 
facing COVID-19. The world has been in a state that 
is hard to define as peace. In that meaning, as the 
Hiroshima Team observed, a peaceful state has not 
yet been achieved. The Taiwan and South Korea 
teams made specific proposals. The Taiwan Team 
suggested that it is necessary to build a relationship 
that allows mutual assistance among countries. The 
South Korea Team suggested that it is necessary to develop space or environment for certain democratic discussion 
to solve problems peacefully. And finally, the Vietnam Team said that both individual happiness and ways to achieve 
it are important. This is a summary of today’s session. 

  This is all for today. Thank you for your cooperation. 

OPAC
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Date Saturday, November 28th, 2020

Location Naha City Human Resources Development Support Center Maimai Naha

Moderator Okinawa Peace Assistance Center (OPAC)

Overview of Each Team’s Action Plans 

◆Hiroshima Team
　By posting a report on this Online Collaborative Learning to our friends via SNS, we would like to develop a 

culture in which young people posting opinions about war and politics on SNS is cool. 
◆South Korea Team
　We would like to establish and operate a platform for peace capable of serving as a bridge for all people 

around the world regardless of standpoint and social status to transmit, exchange and pass down informa-
tion about peace, and make it possible to share contents regarding peace. 

◆Nagasaki Team
　We would like to host online presentations in which atomic bomb victims share their experiences in wars 

for students both in Japan and overseas, and then have them exchange opinions. This may help people to 
understand both sides of wars, both the one that suffered significant damage and the one that inflicted sig-
nificant damage. 

◆Taiwan Team
　We would like to provide a program that includes a lecture on the February 28 Massacre at universities in 

Taiwan. During the program, participants would visit memorial parks related to the incident. This would help 
the young generation in Taiwan deepen their knowledge of the incident and give them a chance to learn 
about the value of peace and democracy. 

◆Vietnam Team
　We would like to conduct joint field research with students from Japanese universities to promote their un-

derstanding of Vietnam, its culture, and the wars, and deepen the friendship between both countries. 
◆Okinawa Team
　We would like to make videos about the history and customs of Okinawa to show to people on flights to 

Okinawa, provide opportunities for students visiting Okinawa to communicate with students there, and offer 
workshops that promote mutual understanding. 

（6）Day 5 – Regional Action Plan Presentations
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Action Plan Presentation by the Hiroshima Team

＞ Hiroshima Team
  We planned that partic-
ipants of this Online Col-
laborative Learning would 
post the content and their 

impressions of the program to their friends via SNS. 
When I was watching the YouTube live content on the 
Okinawa Memorial Day for this year, we noticed that 
young people in Okinawa started to think it was great to 
post about the war on SNS close to Okinawa Memorial 
Day, writing, for example, that “I want to ask my grandpa 
about his experience in the war.” We thought it would 
be important for us to develop a culture in which it’s OK 
to talk about politics and war. Therefore, we want to start 
by doing what we can do; and we feel that posting our 
impressions about participating in this program would 
be a good start. 

＞ OPAC
  Thank you. What kind of society do you think is going 
to be developed by implementing this action plan?

＞ Hiroshima Team
  We hope that posting the content and our opinions 
about the project will encourage young people to think 
that they too can express their opinions about politics, 
and that expressing their opinions is good; and in the 
end, we hope such a circle will grow larger and larger. 

＞ OPAC
  Thank you for your additional explanation. We’d like to 
hear any questions you have for the Hiroshima Team. 
First, the Okinawa Team. Please. 

＞ Okinawa Team
  Around June 23, posts about the Okinawa Memorial 
Day on SNS increase in Okinawa. How about Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki? Do young people post comments saying 
that we should talk about atomic bombs, and so forth 
on or around the “A-Bomb Day” or the day of the Peace 
Memorial Ceremony?

＞ Hiroshima Team
  I live in Hiroshima and know many students there. Ev-
eryone there knows about the atomic bomb and posting 
things related to it on SNS sounds too serious and is em-
barrassing for them. I think only a few people do it. 

＞ Okinawa Team
  In Okinawa, we hold the Okina-
wa Memorial Day ceremony in 
appreciation of the current state 
of peace and the beautiful na-
ture we have around us; there-
fore, people do not feel that 
discussing war is too serious. 
Let’s expand the topic on SNS 
together. 

＞ Hiroshima Team
  Yes, of course!

＞ OPAC
  The South Korea Team also has a question. Please. 

＞ South Korea Team
  Thank you for your presentation. In order to have dis-
cussions, we need to address the difficulties of com-
municating with people from different countries using 
different languages. Is there any solution?

＞ Hiroshima Team
  Yes, there are difficulties in 
communication. But photos 
and pictures can explain a lot 
without language. Like our pre-
sentations in this program, we 
used lots of photos and pictures. 
They were very clear and explain 
what we need to know very 
nicely. I think that’s a way to help people to understand 
each other. 

＞ OPAC
  Thank you. Please give a round of applause to the Hiro-
shima Team. 
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Action Plan Presentation by the South Korea Team

＞ South Korea Team
  Our action plan is named “Establishment and Operation 
of a Peace Platform.” The purpose of this action plan is 
to establish an internet platform to share the content of 
this Online Collaborative Learning, including the ideas 
we have discussed. This platform can serve as a bridge 
among countries to transmit, exchange, and pass down 
ideas about peace together in the real world where we 
encounter discrimination and inequality on a daily basis. 
Specifically, people around the world, including Asia and 
the Pacific Region, can share the content about peace 
in each region and country. For example, we can create 
a Vlog that allows viewers to freely visit peace memo-
rial museums or other facilities in different regions and 
countries, and exchange opinions. Everyone can deliver 
and accept information. This allows us to share any infor-
mation about conflicts and peace around us. 

＞ OPAC
  Thank you. The Vietnam Team has a question about the 
action plan made by South Korea Team. Please. 

＞ Vietnam Team
  Thank you for your presentation. I have a question 
about who would develop the platform, and who the 
target would be. Because people around the world, 
including Asia and the Pacific Region, are very broad, I 
would like to know which country or which organization 
would be the target of the platform, and who would 
make the platform.
 

＞ South Korea Team
  Thank you. I think an organization like Okinawa Pre-
fecture that has the funds and structure is appropriate 
to develop a peace platform. The target of the platform 
may vary each time. The important point is that every-
one can post and view opinions freely. 

＞ OPAC
  Thank you for answering the question and for the pre-
sentation.
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＞ Nagasaki Team
  Our action plan is called Understanding War and Peace, 
which is designed to compensate for the gaps in knowl-
edge about wars between the countries and regions 
that have suffered damage in wars and those that have 
not. We also want to have time to consider peace, what 
we can do to maintain peace, and lead to actual activi-
ties to promote peace. In addition, we want to let univer-
sity students know about the cruelty of war and conflict 
with the aim of encouraging them to disseminate what 
they’ve learned in their countries or regions. The targets 
of this plan are students in Nagasaki and other regions in 
Japan and students from abroad studying in Japan. They 
listen to the experience of atomic bomb victims online, 
discuss opinions, and consider what they can do for 
peace. We think it is better to promote understanding by 
listening to somebody we know rather than somebody 
we do not know. Therefore, we planned to have a break 
for interactions among students from Nagasaki and oth-
er regions to deepen our understanding with one anoth-
er before the presentation, which we believe will lead to 
a deeper understanding of wars. 

＞ OPAC
  Thank you for the presentation. The South Korea Team 
has a question for the Nagasaki Team. 

＞ South Korea Team
  Thank you for the presentation. We understand your 
action plan clearly. If you have any specific examples of 
your plan, would you please tell us about them?

＞ Nagasaki Team
  In Nagasaki, students selected from each high school 
become Peace Messengers. The messengers visit other 
prefectures to engage in activities that promote peace. 
They are global leaders who contribute to the realization 
of peace in both Japan and other countries and regions 
around the world beyond the boundaries of countries, 
ethnic groups, and religions. I think some from Hiroshi-
ma are also engaged in peace messenger activities. In 
addition, Nagasaki is involved in the signature campaign 
for the abolishment of nuclear weapons, and the collect-
ed signatures are sent to the United Nations Department 
of Peace Operations each year. 

＞ OPAC
  Thank you for answering. This is the end of the presen-
tation by the Nagasaki Team. 

Action Plan Presentation by the Nagasaki Team
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＞ Taiwan Team
   The purpose of our ac-
tion plan is to have more 
young people in Taiwan 
know about the February 

28 Massacre. Giving young people opportunities to learn 
about history will lead to an understanding of the value 
of peace and democracy. We plan to provide opportuni-
ties for all university students in Taiwan to visit memorial 
parks and museums related to the February 28 Massa-
cre as a part of their classes. As we also mentioned in 
our presentation, many monuments are scattered from 
north to east in Taiwan. We want students to visit such 
places to know why February 28 became a national holi-
day. 

＞ OPAC
  Thank you for your presentation. The Nagasaki Team 
has a question. Please.

＞ Nagasaki Team
  Thank you for the presentation. 
You mentioned that mainly stu-
dents in Taiwan will be engaged 
in the activities. We thought it 
is also possible to have other 
students around the world to 
engage in activities. What do you 
think about this?

＞ Taiwan Team
  Of course, we would hope that students from all around 
the world will have chances to interact. But right now, 
young people in Taiwan do not know about the Feb-
ruary 28 Massacre in detail. First, we would like them to 
know, then, we would like to expand to people in other 
countries and regions. 

＞ OPAC
  Thank you for answering. Okinawa Team has a question. 
Please. 

＞ Okinawa Team
  According to your action plan, 
university students visit Febru-
ary 28 Massacre monuments. 
Do you plan other activities after 
the visit?
 
＞ Taiwan Team
  We planned to implement our action plan as a part of 
the classes provided at universities. We are also thinking 
about asking them to write reports, but the most import-
ant thing here is to let them know about the massacre 
and what led to it. Therefore, we prioritize their visits to 
sites related to the massacre. 

＞ OPAC
  The Okinawa Team understood your answer, but they 
have another question.

＞ Okinawa Team
  There was a map of Taiwan on the right side of the pre-
sentation slide. We felt that memorial parks were mainly 
located in Taipei. Do you feel that there are differences 
in knowledge about the February 28 Massacre between 
Taipei and other regions?

＞ Taiwan Team
  We understand you are asking for a comparison be-
tween the people in Taipei area and in the eastern re-
gions that have fewer memorial parks. Perhaps, there 
doesn’t seem to be a great difference in knowledge 
about the massacre. The biggest problem is that the 
massacre is not well known throughout the country. Tai-
wan is a small country, so students in the east can travel 
to Taipei in a few hours. They can go to Taipei, monu-
ments and memorial parks related to the massacre in 
other regions on school trips, and so forth. Therefore, we 
think visits to such parks and monuments will be good 
occasions for young people in Taiwan. 

＞ OPAC
  The Okinawa Team also understood the answer. Thank 
you, Taiwan Team for your presentation. 

Action Plan Presentation by the Taiwan Team
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＞ Vietnam Team
  We planned to conduct field research with students 
visiting Vietnam from partner universities in Japan with 
support from the students studying at the Department 
of Japanese of the Ho Chi Minh City University of Educa-
tion. The primary goal of this program is to understand 
the Vietnamese culture and people, increase knowledge 
of war, and deepen friendship between Vietnam and Ja-
pan. This program not only provides lectures in Vietnam-
ese and Vietnamese culture, but also introduces remains 
of the Vietnam War by students. Japanese students visit 
sites associated with the Vietnam War such as Reunifi-
cation Palace, the War Remnants Museum, and Cu Chi 
Tunnels. Students also visit families raising children with 
disabilities caused by the defoliant and learn about the 
pain that war has left to us. On the last day of the pro-
gram, students from both Japanese universities and the 
Department of Japanese of the Ho Chi Minh City Univer-
sity of Education discuss what they learned, their opin-
ions, and changes before and after participation in the 
program. We also hope that students who participate 
in this program will return to Vietnam in 5 or 10 years to 
visit the families that suffered from the damage caused 
by the defoliant and engage in volunteer activities in 
Vietnam. 

＞ OPAC
  Thank you for your presentation. The Okinawa Team 
has a question for the Vietnam Team. 

＞ Okinawa Team
  The Vietnam Team targets Japan to deepen friendship 
between both countries. Why did you choose Japan, not 
the United States?
 

 

＞ Vietnam Team
  We have two reasons for choosing Japan. One reason 
is that members of the Vietnam Team are enrolled in the 
Japanese language department and can speak Japanese. 
The other reason is that while it’s of course important to 
have a good relationship with the United States, at the 
same time, friendship with Japan and other countries is 
also important. We do not prioritize any countries.

＞ OPAC
  Thank you. The Okinawa Team understood your answer. 
This is all for the Vietnam Team. Thank you again. 

Action Plan Presentation by the Vietnam Team
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＞ Okinawa Team
  The goal of our action plan is to acknowledge each 
other’s differences and eliminate all conflict. In the earlier 
discussions, probably in the presentation by the Hiroshi-
ma Team, they mentioned the importance of accepting 
differences in religion and policies and of having dem-
ocratic communication. We agree with their opinion, 
which became one of the goals of our plan. We chose 
three activities to help young people recognize such 
differences among countries and regions. One is that we 
make videos about Okinawa and show them on flights. 
For example, focusing on so-called “power spots” in 
Okinawa, we make videos about etiquette for visits such 
as “It’s a place for prayers, and tourists are not allowed 
to enter,” and show them on flights. This approach has 
already been taken in Palau. And we hope the tour-
ists who see the videos will tell their friends. Next, we 
thought about providing people who are studying 
about Okinawa opportunities to have open and honest 
talks with university students in Okinawa and students 
visiting Okinawa on school trips. Lastly, we show photos 
of Okinawa before and after the war at schools in Okina-
wa Prefecture, ask them what the photos express, have 
them discuss in small groups and make a presentation, 
which is called photo language. After the workshop, we 
explain each photo. Giving students the chance to think 
about the photos before being given explanations may 
be effective in deepening their understanding of war 
and promoting mutual understanding. 

＞ OPAC
  The South Korea and Nagasaki teams have questions 
for the Okinawa Team. 

＞ South Korea Team
  The Okinawa Team mentioned making videos and 
showing them on flights. Why did you choose flights?

＞ Okinawa Team
  Okinawa is an island and air travel is the main means of 
transport from other areas of Japan. We thought passen-
gers may watch the videos in the same way they read 
inflight magazines. Just like the safety information given 
before taking off, tourists can watch the videos to get 
general information about Okinawa. 

＞ OPAC
  Thank you. Then, next is Nagasaki Team. 

＞ Nagasaki Team
  Our question is related to the question asked by the 
South Korea Team. Do you plan to show videos only on 
flights to Okinawa? If Okinawa has international flights, 
we think it would be nice to make videos in English. 
What do you think about it?

＞ Okinawa Team
  We were considering showing on incoming flights 
because we would like people to know about Okinawa 
before arriving. And we agree with the idea of making 
English versions of the videos. 

＞ OPAC
  Thank you. South Korea Team has another question.

＞ South Korea Team
  If those videos are shown on flights, people who af-
ford to travel by air, namely those in the middle class or 
higher, will be able to watch them. Also, people living far 
away may not dare to fly into Okinawa with many stop-
overs. This means that the potential for releasing infor-
mation from Okinawa is limited. 
 

Action Plan Presentation by the Okinawa Team
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＞ Okinawa Team
  Yes, it is true that Okinawa is not so easy to visit from 
far away. We hadn’t thought about that. To those who 
cannot visit Okinawa easily, we can use, for example, the 
peace platform suggested by the South Korea Team to 
introduce and spread information about Okinawa. 

＞ South Korea Team
  We think such collaboration is a wonderful idea. 

＞ OPAC
  I hope the Okinawa Team will be able to realize collab-
oration. Thank you for the presentation. All teams have 
now finished presenting their action plans. Thank you for 
sharing such wonderful ideas. 

＞ OPAC
  The Okinawa Prefecture, the host of this project, will now 
give a message to the participants.

＞ Okinawa Prefecture
  Thank you so much for presenting your action plans. They 
are filled with many good ideas, and I took many notes. 
I also participated in the ceremony on the first day, and I 
feel that all of you have grown from the first day. After the 
ceremony, the program began with a sanshin performance 
and Kachaashii dance by the Okinawa Team. It then moved 
to presentations and discussions on the state of and issues 
in each country. Following presentations, the teams made and presented action plans. We concluded with detailed 
questions and answers. Seeing all teams accepting suggestions and asking for cooperation made this both valuable 
and enjoyable. Based on the action plans presented, I am confident that all of you will use what you’ve learned here 
to take a step forward to realize the plan in each country. Thank you. 

Message from Okinawa Prefecture 
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Toast (Karii in Okinawan)

  This 5-day Online Collaborative Learning provided participants with the 
chance to exchange opinions and make action plans to develop a peace-
ful society. The online environment was stable throughout these five days 
and we were able to successfully cover the entire agenda of the program. 
  After closing words from Chinatsu Sakakibara, Director of the Women’s 
Empowerment and Peace Promotion Division of Okinawa Prefecture, par-
ticipants raised their glasses of soft drink to celebrate their efforts over the 
past five days. 
  Each team prepared small symbols of their region and had commemora-
tive pictures taken online. 
  Okinawa Team members saw off all participants leaving the screen at the 
end of the program. Although it was just five days, participants seemed to 
strengthen their friendships. 

Closing Words

（7）Day 5   Closing Ceremony

Chinatsu Sakakibara, Director
Women’s Empowerment and Peace Promo-
tion Division, Department of Child Care and 
Social Welfare, Okinawa Prefecture
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Survey Results1

Overall Satisfaction with the Project Relationship between the project and individual specialty

Satisfaction with items regarding OkinawaChange in interest by theme

Lecture on Okinawan Culture and HistoryLessons from history

Mutual understanding beyond the boundaries of regions

Transmission and passing down of experience of war

Lecture on Battle of Okinawa and Post-war Recovery

Video made by Okinawa Prefecture

Participants who chose “Very satisfied” and “Satisfied” Participants who chose “Very related” and “Related”

Participants who chose “Very satisfied” and “Satisfied”Participants who chose “Very interested in” and “Interested in”

100% “Related”
96%

“Neither”
4%

96％

100%

50%

0%

82%

96%

Before
learning

After
learning

100%

50%

0%

86%

Before
learning

After
learning

100%

100%

50%

0%

86%

100%

Before
learning

After
learning

92％

96％
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Changes in participant interest and level of understanding
 [Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima]

Changes in participant interest and level of understanding
 [Atomic Bombing of Nagasaki]

Changes in participant interest and level of understanding 
[Vietnam War]

Change in interest

Change in interest

Change in interest

Level of understanding

Level of understanding

Level of understanding

Understood
96％

Neither4%79％

100％

21％
Before
learning

After
learning

Changed Neither Not changed

Understood
92％

Neither8%89％

100％

11％
Before
learning

After
learning

Changed Neither Not changed

Before
learning

After
learning

Understood
84％

Neither16%

Changed Neither Not changed

79％

100％

17％ 2％
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Changes in participant interest and level of understanding
 [February 28 Massacre in Taiwan]

Changes in participant interest and level of understanding 
[Jeju 4.3 Massacre]

Changes in participant interest and level of understanding
 [Battle of Okinawa]

Change in interest

Change in interest

Change in interest

Level of understanding

Level of understanding

Level of understanding

Understood
80％

Neither
20%

79％

88％

21％

8％ 4％

Changed Neither Not changed

Before
learning

After
learning

Understood
52％

Did not fully
understand
4%

Neither
44%

75％

84％

25％

16％

Before
learning

After
learning

Changed Neither Not changed

Understood
92％

Did not fully
understand
4%

Neither
4%93％

96％

7％

4％

Before
learning

After
learning

Changed Neither Not changed
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What did you learn through this project?(Write freely)
I learned about the tragedy of war, the importance of peace, and the difficulty in maintaining the state of peace. (Taiwan)

It was a very interesting experience of hearing different opinions about peace from students from different regions. (Hiroshima)

I realized again that being able to live an ordinary life is peace. However, Okinawa has U.S. military bases, and this 
means we are always at risk of danger. What I learned is what the Hiroshima Team taught us, which is that we 
usually have conflicts because we are different; but if we want to have a state of peace, it is important to have 
communication. I completely agreed with this idea. Humans are the ones that start conflicts, so we are the only 
ones who can prevent them. (Okinawa)

I was happy that I could share cases of conflicts using international relation theory, which is my specialization. 
It was very fun to participate in the project because I could also hear different opinions, including ways to work 
toward a state of peace. (Taiwan)

Having different opinions is very natural because we are in different environments and cultures. However, I felt 
that accepting such differences together will lead to a state of peace. (Nagasaki)

Through this project, I could understand the ideas of young people from different countries and regions in Asia 
which have experienced wars. I realized that there are different opinions about war and peace. I also learned that 
there are differences in peace education in different countries. (Vietnam)

I learned about cultural diversity, and different historical viewpoints from students from different countries. (South Korea)

I learned about wars in the past and was happy to be able to share information with young people in different 
countries. (Nagasaki)

What do you want to do to develop a state of peace through this project? (Write freely)
I would like to communicate more with university students from Okinawa and Nagasaki. Through this program, I 
feel that connecting with people in different places will lead to developing a state of peace. (Hiroshima)

I want to be able to communicate about peace with others. I want to know more about myself and Okinawa. (Okinawa)

During breaks and in my spare time, I want to start talking about peace with my friends and acquaintances rath-
er than just chatting about nothing special. (Nagasaki)

I want to make lots of friends around the world and deepen mutual understanding of peace. (Vietnam)

I want to tell people around me what I’ve learned through this project. I’ll keep studying. (Okinawa)

I would like to promote mutual understanding and find better ways to spread information. (Hiroshima)

Interactions (South Korea)

I want to make proposals for peace online. (Taiwan) 

Peace is important. Conflicts arising between different cultures are the primary cause of the breakdown of 
peace. Therefore, I would like to participate in international exchange meetings regarding culture and peace like 
this project as much as possible. I think peace can be established through mutual understanding, empathy and 
respect. I would also like to place effort into realizing the action plan we have made with other students at the 
Department of Japanese, Ho Chi Minh City University of Education. (Vietnam)

The Okinawa Team is now working to post our ideas with peace, Okinawa, and identity as keywords, which we 
hope to be read and understood by many young people. We are also planning to talk about peace with family 
and friends daily. We would like to realize these activities using photo language, which is included in our action 
plan, to provide elementary and junior high school students with a chance to think about peace. If we have the 
chance to work at junior high schools, we would like to implement more advanced peace education through 
detailed, well-planned programs, to enable students to think about the Battle of Okinawa not only on Okinawa 
Memorial Day but throughout June. (Okinawa)
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Impressions of the project and feedback (Write freely)
Thank you so much for giving us the opportunity to participate in this project. I had peace education from el-
ementary school to high school, but I did not have a chance to participate in such projects at the university. I 
recognized the fear of war again and learned the importance of prayer for peace. My interest increased, and I 
gained a new sense of value about peace. Thank you. (Nagasaki)

I wanted to have more time for this project. We can gather online easily and hope to have more time next time. 
(Vietnam)

It would be better to have the project from Monday to Friday. (Taiwan)

This project gives students in Asia chances to learn the history of different countries and increase mutual under-
standing, which was very meaningful and important for us. Thank you so much for giving us this precious expe-
rience. I also learned a lot about project management, including smooth operation and camera work. 
It was provided online, but I had the chance to learn about the history and opinions of people from different 
countries. It was very fun. I would like to suggest that if we could have time to ask questions, not only to the 
team making the presentation, but also to other teams—in other words, not only Q&A between the presenter 
and audience, but also among all teams, the time would be more meaningful. (For example, I wanted to hear 
more opinions about the themes presented by the Okinawa and South Korea teams, not only from the present-
ers, but also from other teams.) I am looking forward to seeing everyone not on the screen, but face-to-face next 
time. (Hiroshima)

I want to share projects regarding sustainable peace held in many places. (South Korea) 

Thank you so much for holding this online peace education program under such difficult circumstances. I 
learned lots of new things and had good experience. (Nagasaki)

At first, I thought five days would be a long time, but it was very quick and filled with great content. If there is an 
opportunity like this again, I would definitely participate. Thank you. (Hiroshima)

I learned a lot. Thank you. It was a great experience for me. (Taiwan)

It was unfortunate because I could not meet with everyone face to face, but I really appreciate having been able 
to participate in such a great online project. I could confirm the information that I had before the project. I ap-
preciate OPAC. Thank you. (Vietnam)

Very satisfied. (South Korea)

I was not sure if I should participate in this project because I was in my fourth year and busy writing my gradu-
ation thesis, but I was very happy that I decided to participate. I learned and realized new things every day with 
the program. Because I was interested in the experience of war and in peace education in other countries, this 
project gave me a chance to learn about them and accept differences among countries. I also had a chance to 
learn and talk about Okinawa through discussions with peers while preparing our presentation, which helped 
me to understand a lot more. I want to participate in such projects again. I want to maintain a good relationship 
with OPAC and participants to establish a state of peace and become a peace maker. (Okinawa)

Thank you so much for having this wonderful Online Collaborative Learning. I had a great time with the other 
participants. It was a good experience for me. (Taiwan)

I deepened my understanding of peace through the presentations and discussions in the program. (Nagasaki)

Thank you for giving me such a great opportunity to exchange opinions with students in other Asian countries. 
It was unfortunate that we could not meet each other face to face and did not have enough time to continue 
the exciting discussions. If we had had more time for discussions, it would have been even better. I really appre-
ciate the OPAC and technical staff for making the online program under COVID-19 possible. Thank you again for 
giving me a great experience. (Okinawa)
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Overall Assessment2

  I would now like to summarize this project based on the results of the questionnaire given to participants and com-
ments from instructors. Everyone gave high marks to the project, indicating that the purpose has been achieved. For 
the past five days, participants deepened their understanding of war and peace and built strong relationships with 
other participants through opinion exchange as they increased their understanding and acceptance of different 
opinions. Time allocation and duration of the Online Collaborative Learning may need to be considered, but these 
two factors did not lower participants’ evaluation. In regard to points to be improved from last year, the allocation of 
instructors to participants from Okinawa and the ice breaker were well done this year. 
  In order to prevent the spread of COVID-19, we decided to shift from the in-person camp style to an online format. 
Special staff were assigned, and other preparations were made. Instead of having field work in Okinawa, the host 
made videos about the Battle of Okinawa and approaches to the promotion of peace activities. 

  The following are comments on the presentations and discussions held on the second through fourth days, and ac-
tion plan presentations on the fifth day. 
  On the first day, two presentations were given, “Okinawan Culture and History” and “the Battle of Okinawa and Post-
war Recovery.” Participants gave high evaluations to both presentations. They also expressed a desire to learn more. 
Therefore, we would like to ensure sufficient time for presentations and Q&A between the presenters and partici-
pants for the next project. 
  On the second and third days, each team gave presentations. Some teams focused on concepts while others cov-
ered specific topics. This highlighted the individuality the participants. The complexity of the Jeju 4.3 Massacre was 
evidenced by a majority of participants reporting this topic as more challenging than other topics. 
  On the fourth day, participants discussed two themes, “Why Do We Have Conflict?” and “What is a State of Peace?” 
Because of the online format, participants seemed to hesitate at first. However, as time went by, they became very 
active in expressing themselves. In future projects, it might be nice to have more time to allow for discussion of opin-
ions. The moderator helped by summarizing the teams’ opinions. Some participants also mentioned in the question-
naire that it would have been nice to have more time for discussions. We need to consider better time management 
for future projects. 
  On the fifth day, each team presented their action plans. While the time for preparation was short, all six teams 
presented clear and well-organized action plans from six viewpoints. These included the establishment of an online 
platform, collaboration among countries, and provision of opportunities to learn about past wars and incidents. In-
corporating opinions expressed over the five days, each plan was very interesting and contained flexible ideas using 
existing technologies and systems. 

  Instructors for each team provided feedback. They pointed out that gathering participants was a challenge because 
the project was held during the school semester. However, they also praised the project. They provided specific pro-
posals about discussion methods and future directions. We truly appreciate the instructors’ understanding of the pur-
poses of the project and are grateful for their cooperation. We also appreciate their suggestions for improvement. 

  As we finish this year’s session, we have a message for participants. It is clear that everyone was very confident 
throughout these five days. We also recognized that continual efforts are required to establish a state of peace. Par-
ticipants also mentioned that it would be very difficult to resolve all conflicts in daily life, but we need to consider 
peaceful ways to solve problems through communication and make parties of conflict into good rivals who improve 
one another. Participants perceive society objectively and have positive ideas about what they should do to make it 
better. How about us, the older generation? It’s obvious that we haven’t yet developed a state of peace. We had to 
straighten ourselves while listening to their presentations and opinions because we realized again and again that we 
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of the older generation also need to continue doing our best to provide a better social environment for the young 
generation. We will continue improving the project. We thank everyone engaged in this project. 
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Images from the Online Collaborative Learning1
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Toast!

A screenshot of all participants
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＊ South Korea Team ＊
Jeju Island produces delicious oranges. 

Please come and taste them.

＊ Nagasaki Team ＊
These are our university’s research journal. 

＊ Taiwan Team ＊
Tapioca drink is from Taiwan!!

＊ Hiroshima Team ＊
We of course support the Hiroshima Carp!

＊ Okinawa Team ＊
Shisa guardian lion, Okinawa soba noodles, fans 

for Ryukyu dance… everything is from Okinawa!!!

＊ Vietnam Team ＊
We painted the national flags of the participating 

countries on our faces to show our friendship! 

＊ Introduction of Each Region ＊
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